Mid Term Study Guide -- Hazards, Disasters and Emergency Management

1. Distinguish between “hazards” and “disasters,” and describe the core concept generally inherent in the multiplicity of definitions of disaster discussed in the course.

2. Tobin and Montz write that in defining the term disaster it is clear that two things must be taken into account.  Identify these two things and discuss their relative importance vis-à-vis each other. 

3. Discuss two competing approaches to the study of hazards and disasters.

4. Discuss why you believe to be important or unimportant to have a general working definition of disaster.

5. Discuss the differences between the terms “accident,” “emergency,” “disaster,” and “catastrophe” (or “calamity”).

6. Briefly describe the concept of “bounded rationality” that Tobin and Montz use to generally describe human response to hazards, as well as their analysis of its shortcomings.

7. Tobin and Montz, Chapter Two, discuss hazard parameters that allow us to study and measure them, as well as to compare and contrast hazards.  Note and briefly describe five such parameters. Using such parameters as these, compare and contrast any two hazards with a history of occurrence in the U.S.  Note a shortcoming of assessing hazards based purely on measures of physical processes.

8. From an emergency management point of view, why is it important to study hazards?

9. What are four general statements that can be said about U.S. hazards.

10. Discuss four of the five ways discussed in class of analyzing hazards nationally.

11. Discuss four of the factors discussed in class which have been offered as explanations as to why the cost of U.S. hazards is increasing:

12. Explain how the Post-World War II era could be broken-up into periods that equate to the Four Phases of the Disaster Life Cycle.

13. What event preceded and contributed to the passage of Disaster Relief Act of 1969?

14. The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), was passed in 1980. What is it primarily concerned with?  What event preceded and influenced its passage?

15. Discuss the primary concerns expressed in and ramifications of the National Governor’s Association Report on Emergency Preparedness in 1978 (note at least two concerns and two outcomes).

16. Name the five Federal Agencies that were brought into FEMA in 1979:

17. Federal disaster response was modified in what way as a result of the Mid-West Floods of 1993?

18. Note at least four indicators (events) of the Mitigation Age;

19. Discuss at least three of the five fundamentals of emergency management as discussed in class.

20. Describe the “bottom-up” aspect of emergency management as discussed in class, explicitly noting three of the four primary attributes discussed:

21. Designate each of the following with either an M for Mitigation, P for preparedness, Rs for response, or Rc for recovery, as discussed in class.

