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Introduction

In any given emergency or disaster, numerous actors from the public, private and non-profit sectors arrive at the affected area to minimize human suffering, overcome social disruption, deal with the destruction of property and clean up a degraded environment.  Prior to such events, emergency managers, meteorologists, flood plain managers, land-use planners, engineers, hospital administrators, building code inspectors, and others work together (and sometimes against each other) to try to minimize the impact of hazards and increase their level of readiness.  This convergence, as it is known, is not limited to the practice of emergency management.  Disaster scholarship is increasingly multi- and inter-disciplinary.  Researchers from various disciplines study natural, technological and civil hazards and explore their interaction with human vulnerability.  This forthcoming edited volume will contain research from well-known scholars from the hard and soft sciences.  It will discuss findings and issues important to each discipline in the hopes of finding points of intersection as well as gaps in the current literature.

This edited electronic textbook will be written by individuals from a wide range of disciplines.  It will include geographers, sociologists, engineers, political scientists, economists, anthropologists, psychologists, environmental scientists and meteorologists.  Others with interest in urban development, journalism, epidemiology, computer science, legal issues, social work, business, tourism, and criminal justice will also participate.
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Scope of the Text

These scholars will address the following questions in the text:

1. What is the history of your discipline as it relates to disasters?

2. How does your discipline view or define hazards, disasters, vulnerability, and emergency management?

3. What disaster-related issues and concerns are prevalent in your field of study?

4. What contributions does your discipline make to the knowledge base of these disruptive and destructive events? (e.g. methods)

5. How do the findings from your discipline overlap with those of other disciplines?

6. What are the gaps in knowledge in your discipline?

7. What suggestions does your discipline offer to improve emergency management?

8. What recommendations do you have for your discipline and others in the future?

Expected Completion Date and Availability

The text is scheduled to be completed sometime during the summer of 2005.  Students, professors and practitioners will be able to access it for free on FEMA’s Higher Education website.

