This is a message from the Department of Homeland Security/U.S. Fire Administration/Emergency Management Institute/Higher Education Project. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara L. Johnson at Barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov 

September 27 – October 1, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Adelphi University, Garden City New Jersey:
September 30, 2004 -- Received note from Ken Malito at Adelphi University seeking to set up a meeting with the President and Public Affairs Director of Adelphi during a trip to the DC area next week -- want to investigate the development of an emergency management program.

(2)  Appalachian State University, Boone, NC -- Graduate EM Track News and Job Opening:
October 1, 2004 -- Heard from Dr. Marvin Hoffman, Department of Public Administration, that his proposal to develop an Emergency Management Track within the existing Maters of Public Administration Degree went before the Curriculum Committee today and was approved.  The next step is to go before the full College Committee sometime this month.  Is hopeful that the proposal will be approved and anticipates an ability to roll this new program out the Fall Semester of 2005.  

Also forwarded a vacancy announcement, pasted in below:

The College of Arts and Sciences at Appalachian State University invites applications for the position of Chair of the Department of Political Science/Criminal Justice. The starting date is July 1, 2005. The successful candidate will have administrative, scholarship, and teaching responsibilities and will assume leadership of a department with more than twenty faculty and administrative members. The salary is competitive and commensurate with experience and qualifications. The Search Committee encourages candidates from all specializations in Political Science and Criminal Justice/Criminology to apply for the position. Appalachian State offers equal opportunity to its employees and applicants for employment without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, creed, political affiliation, sexual orientation, gender, age or disability.

Qualifications include:

* PhD in Political Science or Criminal Justice/Criminology, or related disciplines

* Professional achievement commensurate with the rank of full professor

* Strong interpersonal and management skills

* Evidence of academic administrative ability and effectiveness

* Commitment to teaching, scholarship and service that is consistent with the missions of the Department, the College of Arts and Sciences, and Appalachian State University 

* Demonstrated ability to work with colleagues from a variety of disciplines 

Appalachian State University, a member of the University of North Carolina system, is a comprehensive university located in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains. With an enrollment of more than 14,000 students, Appalachian offers degrees in 130 undergraduate disciplines and over 70 graduate programs. The primary mission of the University is undergraduate instruction with scholarship and professional service complementing the instructional mission. Appalachian attracts superior students and faculty through high quality programs and a challenging academic environment. Appalachian State University is consistently ranked among the top regional universities in the South by the U.S. News & World Report and was named College of the Year by Time magazine in 2001. 

The Department of Political Science/Criminal Justice offers BA and BS (non-teaching) degrees in Political Science and a BS in Criminal Justice (BSCJ) with a total of over 500 majors. The Department also offers an MA in Political Science and a NASSPAA-accredited Master of Public Administration degree with a combined enrollment of over 80 graduate students. For a more detailed description of the Department please visit our web site at: http://www.pscj.appstate.edu.

For full consideration, please provide a letter of application, a photocopy of transcripts, a current curriculum vita and the names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of three or more references. A review of completed applications will begin on November 15, 2004 and will continue until the position is filled. Please send your application to: Political Science and Criminal Justice Chair Search Committee; Office of the Dean of Arts and Sciences; Appalachian State University; PO Box 32021, Boone, NC 28608. Appalachian is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

(3)  Bucks County Community College, Doylestown, PA -- Emergency Management Associate Degree Progress:
October 1, 2004 -- Talked with Edward Wurster, Director, Certification and Curriculum, Bucks County Public Safety Training School, on the status of his proposal to develop and implement an Emergency Management and Public Safety Associate Degree and Certificate.  Mr. Wurster has hoped to have approval to implement these programs this current Fall Semester, but work on the proposal slowed when a local high school with an articulation agreement with the school on college preparedness courses indicated that it had students wanting to take emergency management courses this semester -- thus, proposal work slowed in order to develop two courses -- being taught now to a group of 15 students:  (1) Introduction to Emergency Management, and (2) Hazardous Materials Environmental Protection.  A departmental meeting is scheduled for October 5th to consider the proposals, and if all goes well there (as anticipated) the next step in the approval process is a Curriculum Review Committee meeting on October 15th.  Director Wurster hopes to put the entire program with a full course load into operation this January, 2005 and is anticipating the enrollment of about 40 students.  A description of the program that is being proposed can be found on the Project web-site -- The College List section -- Programs Under Development subsection.  For additional information Dr. Wurster can be reached at:  wurstere@bucks.edu.

(4)  Delgado Community College-West Bank, New Orleans -- Homeland Security and Emer.Mgmt. Program Proposal:
October 1, 2004 -- Talked with Patrick Cote, Director of Public Services, to coordinate on a requested letter of support for his proposal to develop an Associate of Science in Homeland Security & Emergency Management Degree and Certificate.  Was told that the Delgado Curriculum Committee will meet on October 22nd to review this proposal.  For additional information, Director Cote can be reached at:  pcote@dcc.edu.

(5)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
September 27, 2004 -- Reviewed redraft of Session 16, "Mass Fatality Management," and provided comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  From Session Scope statement:

This session follows up on the previous two sessions but discusses the nature of the National Incident Management System.  The professor first declares why the United States government saw the need for the National Incident Management System, paying close attention to the problematic response on September 11, 2001.  The session then reviews the recommendations of two Presidential Directives (HSPD – 5 and HSPD – 8) before defining the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  Afterwards, the professor discusses the components, structure and principles under which the National Incident Management System operates.  The session is concluded as students work in groups to uncover the strengths and weaknesses of the National Incident Management System. 

September 29, 2004 -- Reviewed redraft of Session 34, "National Incident Management System (NIMS)," and provided review comments to Dr. McEntire.  From Session Scope statement:

This session follows up on the previous two sessions but discusses the nature of the National Incident Management System.  The professor first declares why the United States government saw the need for the National Incident Management System, paying close attention to the problematic response on September 11, 2001.  The session then reviews the recommendations of two Presidential Directives (HSPD – 5 and HSPD – 8) before defining the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  Afterwards, the professor discusses the components, structure and principles under which the National Incident Management System operates.  The session is concluded as students work in groups to uncover the strengths and weaknesses of the National Incident Management System. 

Forwarded sessions for upload to the Project web-site -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- to replace draft session currently parked there.  Should be accessible shortly.

(6)  Indiana Emergency Management Higher Education Conference -- Some Fruit:
September 27, 2004 -- received note from Luther Taylor, Sr., Executive Director of the Indiana State Emergency Management Agency, noting that as a result of the late June 2004 IN EM HiEd Conference, the State EM Office is now working with Vincennes University, The University of Southern Indiana, the Indiana University Bloomington campus as well as their satellite campuses, and Indiana University Southeast in aiding the development of emergency management and related programs at those schools.  Director Taylor also notes that a Higher Education Advisory Panel has been established "to provide guidance throughout our project," and that based on recommendations from conference participants the State EM Office will sponsor another Indiana Emergency Management Higher Education Conference next year.  Now, if only other State Emergency Management Offices would follow the Indiana lead and do the same thing!

(7)  International Association of Emergency Managers -- New Members Mostly EM College Students:
September 27, 2004 -- Received the September 2004 edition of the IAEM Newsletter and note that of the 47 new IAEM members for the latest reporting period (July 16-August 15, 2004), 29 were emergency management students -- or 61% of new members! The new student members were overwhelmingly from the Emergency Management program at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, which requires its students to join the IAEM.  Other colleges and universities with emergency management programs may well want to consider following suit.

(8)  Introduction To Emergency Management -- Textbook Development Project:
September 27, 2004 -- Received  from lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University, Chapter 12, "Evaluation," reviewed, and provided review comments back to Dr. Lindell.  From the Chapter abstract:

(9)  Recovery Operations in Florida and Emergency Management Students Phone Conference:
September 30, 2004 -- Participated in a phone conference with Michael Hirsch, FEMA Recovery Division and several administrators of emergency management college programs on the subject of emergency management student involvement in housing case work assignments in Florida -- starting in the near future and continuing into the Winter-Spring Semester and Summer.  Mr. Hirsch is investigating the advisability and the in's and out's of working with college emergency management program administrators to arrange for this sort of disaster service.  The skills needed would normally be considered to be more social work than emergency management oriented, but most of the academics on the phone call thought they could provide appropriate student disaster workers.  Mr. Hirsch indicated that he intends to communicate thoughts on the phone conference to the main Florida Disaster Field Office and will then get back to me with more information.  In the meantime, for those who would like to weigh in on the deliberative/decision making process, Mr. Hirsch can be reached at:  (202) 646-4099, or at michael.hirsch@dhs.gov.

(10)  Texas State University:
September 30, 2004 -- Heard from Dr. Denise Blanchard-Boehm, Department of Geography, and Associate Director of the James and Marilyn Lovel Center for Environmental Geography and Hazards Research, that she is investigating the development of an emergency management major at TSU as well as a graduate-level emergency management certificate.  This makes the 104th school we are aware of that is somewhere in the process of investigating the development of an emergency management program, or proposing an EM program, or developing an EM program.  For additional information Dr. Blanchard-Boehm can be reached at:  rb06@txstate.edu.
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On March 1, 2003, FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. FEMA’s continuing mission within the new department is to lead the effort to prepare the nation for all hazards and effectively manage federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates proactive mitigation activities, trains first responders, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration. 

