June 26-July 2, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Arkansas Tech University -- EM Faculty Vacancy Announcement:
June 30, 2004 -- Received note from Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, Dean, School of Community Education at Arkansas Tech asking for assistance in advertising a vacancy announcement at the assistant professor level in the ATU Emergency Administration and Management Bachelor Degree Program, beginning this October.  A minimum of a Master's Degree is required and the annul starting salary is $50,000.  Have forwarded the announcement to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web-page -- EM Faculty Positions section, where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for additional information, program information, curriculum and course syllabi are available at the ATU website location:  http://commed.atu.edu.  In addition, Dr. Rollans can be reached at:  maryann.rollans@mail.atu.edu

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004 -- Postings on EM HiEd Web-Page:
June 28-July 2, 2004 -- A number of posting were made to the 2004 EM HiEd Conference -- papers and presentations given and a the official roster of attendees.  Several papers/presentations have yet to be loaded and one or more yet to be collected.  The papers and presentations are accessible through the "Agenda" -- click on agenda and scroll through -- any name in blue means that there is a contribution -- just click on the name.  The 2004 EM HiEd Conference material is first accessed by clicking on "Hi Ed Conferences" on the left side of the EM HiEd Project home-page, and then on the 2004 Conference.

(3)  Establishing a Collegiate Emergency Management Program -- Dr. Phillips Power Point Presentation:
June 28, 2004 -- Forwarded to the EMI Webmaster a copy of a Power Point presentation developed by Dr. Brenda Phillips, Oklahoma State University, Fire and Emergency Management Program, delivered at the Indiana Emergency Management and Homeland Security HiEd Conference (noted below) on June 26, entitled "Establishing an EM Program."  Requested that this presentation be uploaded to two sections on the EM HiEd Project home-page:  (1)  "Articles, Papers, Presentations," and (2) "Proposals Compendium," where it should be accessible shortly.

(4)  Harrisburg Area Community College, Pennsylvania:
June 28, 2004 -- Learned from Richard Orange, Senior Education Specialist, Harrisburg Area Community College, who was attending the Fire and Emergency Services Higher Education Conference, that Harrisburg Area Community College is "seriously investigating an emergency management program."  Seeking to determine if the school would like a description of this investigation drafted and posted to the College List on the EM HiEd Project web-page.  In the meantime, for more information, Richard Orange can be contacted at:  rsorange@hacc.edu.  Note:  We are currently aware of 98 colleges investigating the development of an EM program of some sort.

(5)  Herzing College, Birmingham, Alabama -- Development of BS in Homeland Security and Public Safety:
June 30, 2004 -- Recently heard that Herzing College in Birmingham Alabama has developed and is offering a Bachelor of Science Degree in Homeland Security and Public Safety.  Have asked the Project Assistant to locate the Herzing point-of-contact for this program, validate this information, and acquire sufficient additional information for the development of a description to be posted in the Homeland Security section of The College List on the FEMA EM HiEd web-page.

(6)  Holistic Disaster Recovery:  Creating A More Sustainable Future -- Reviewers Solicited for Upper Division Course:
July 2, 2004 -- Drafted a solicitation for reviewers of the draft upper division college course "Holistic Disaster Recovery:  Creating A More Sustainable Future," developed by Dr. Gavin Smith, formerly of the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management and adjunct faculty at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  The purpose of this 500 plus course is to "Educate students about sustainable disaster recovery, including the principles, concepts, processes and practice currently used in the United States."  The solicitation was provided to the Boulder Natural Hazards Center for incorporation into the next available issue of "Disaster Research."  In the meantime, anyone who wishes to review the course and agrees to a 30-day turn-around time for written review comments, can contact the Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson at:  Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.

(7)  Indiana Emergency Management and Homeland Security Higher Education Conference:
June 26, 2004 -- Attended and presented at the first ever state-wide emergency management higher education conference -- in Indianapolis, Indiana -- sponsored and organized by the Indiana State Emergency Management Agency and the Indiana Commission for Higher Education.  The conference was the brainchild of the Director of the IN SEMA Preparedness Division, Brad Thatcher.  Every college and university in the state was invited and the turnout was high -- almost 100 participants.  The purpose of the conference was "to explore ways in which Indian's colleges and universities might assist in meeting current and projected training needs for emergency management personnel in federal, state, and local agencies."  Learned at the conference that Purdue University-Calumet Campus has now implemented their proposed Emergency Management Certificate program -- described in the "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated" on the College List on the EM HiEd web-site.  Would be very surprised if about one-year from now if there were not at least one new collegiate emergency management program in Indiana -- possibly several.  For further information on this conference, Bradley Thatcher can be reached at:  bthatcher@sema.in.gov.

(8)  Introduction To Emergency Management Textbook Development Project:
June 29, 2004 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Hazard Reduction & Recovery Center, Texas A&M University, Chapter 5, "Principal Hazards in the United States" (56 pages).

(9)  Methods to Promote Enduring Higher Education Programs in Emergency Management:

June 28, 2004 -- Provided to the EMI Webmaster a copy of a Power Point presentation by Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, Emergency Administration and Planning Program, delivered at the June 26, 2004 Indiana Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, on "Maintaining and Increasing Your Momentum -- Methods to Promote Enduring Higher Education Programs in Emergency Management."  Asked that this presentation be uploaded to the "Articles, Papers, Presentations" section of the EM HiEd Project home-page, where it should be accessible shortly.

(10)  Metropolitan Community College, Omaha Nebraska -- Developing AAS in Emergency Management:
June 28, 2004 -- Finally getting around to drafting a description of a new initiative to develop an Applied Associate Science Degree in Emergency Management at Metropolitan Community College.  Was informed of this initiative during the recent EM HiEd Conference by Keith Deiml, Contingency Planner at Metropolitan Community College.  Based on successful needs assessment survey work that has been accomplished the school is in the process of developing a curriculum and program which might roll-out as early as December 2004, or failing that, March 2005.  Will post a description of this initiative on the EM HiEd website as soon as possible. In the meantime, for additional information, Keith Deiml can be reached at:  kdeiml@mccneb.edu.  

A note on this development:  Nebraska is one of three States without an in-place emergency management or closely related program wherein there was also no investigation into the development of a EM program being conducted.  If successful, there will be just two states in this category -- Maine and Montana.  It would be great if someone could tell us we are wrong on that score and that there is something to report on in Maine or Montana.

(11)  Michigan State University -- New Certificate in Homeland Security Studies Under Development:
June 30, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. Phillip Schertzing,  Director, Global Community Security Institute, Michigan State University, in follow-up to his attendance at the recent EM HiEd Conference, and his note in his participant profile contribution that MSU is investigating the development of on-line courses in homeland security and emergency management.  Current plans are to develop a Certificate in Homeland Security Studies, consisting of three courses:  (1)  Foundations of Homeland Security, (2)  Terrorism, and (3) Public/Private Partnerships for Emergency Preparedness.  Work is progressing now on two courses scheduled to be taught on-line this coming Fall Semester -- the Foundations and Terrorism courses.  Have asked the Project Assistant to get in touch with Dr. Schertzing in order to draft a "writ-up" for The College List on the EM HiEd website on this development.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Schertzing can be reached at:  schertzi@msu.edu.

(12)  Norwich University (Northfield, VE) Online Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management and Business Continuity:
June 27, 2004 -- Received from Larry Porter, adjunct faculty at Norwich, a description of this new program, which is now operational.  The description, which will soon be posted to the College List on the EM HiEd Project web-page, describes the first graduate certificate course, "Principles of Emergency Management and Business in Today's Homeland Security Environment," a 12 credit hour course taken in two six credit hour seminars.  The point of contact for this course and program is John Orlando, Online Graduate Programs -- jorlando@norwich.edu.  Note:  This represents the 114th active collegiate emergency management higher education program to be listed on the College List on the EM HiEd Project web-site -- and the first in Vermont.  Thirty-nine states (plus DC)now have collegiate emergency management programs.  Programs are being investigated in 6 other states.

(13)  Pikes Peak Community College, Colorado Springs, CO -- Development of EM AD and Certificate Programs:
June 30, 2004 -- Communicated with Carla Malmquist, Dean of Business, Social & Behavioral Sciences at Pikes Peak Community College, concerning the note she incorporated into her Participant Profile at the recent EM HiEd Conference -- to the effect that PPCC is developing a Regional Emergency Management Institute and training center.  Dean Malmquist responded that PPCC is pulling together a task force to investigate the development of a Regional Training Center and is developing an Emergency Management Associate Degree and Certificate.  She agreed to the development of a description of these initiatives to be posted to the College List on the EM HiEd web-page -- Under Investigation/Development section.  The Project Assistant will soon be drafting this "write-up" for posting to the website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dean Malmquist can be reached at:  Carla.Malmquist@ppcc.edu

(14)  Purdue University, Calumet (Hammond Indiana) -- Certificate in Emergency Management:
June 26, 2004 -- As noted above in the item on the Indiana EM HiEd Conference, Purdue University, Calumet has implemented its proposed Emergency Management Certificate program.  The certificate consists of five, three-credit-hour courses, including Fundamentals of Safety, Hazardous Materials, Fundamentals of Emergency Response, Fire Safety, Emergency Management and Programming, and Emergency Management.  The intent of this program is that:

 "At the completion of the Certificate Program, students will be able to establish and coordinate a basic emergency response program.  The student will understand and be able to establish an incident command approach to emergencies.  In addition students will be in a better position to utilize and coordinate resources from industry and within the community."

For additional information please contact Dr. Michael O'Toole, Associate Professor, at:  MO2L@calumet.purdue.edu.  Note:  This represents the 115th active collegiate emergency management higher education program to be listed on the College List on the EM HiEd Project web-site -- and the first in Indiana.  Thirty-nine states now have collegiate emergency management programs.  Programs are being investigated in 6 other states.

(15)  State University of New York, Canton -- Investigation of Emergency Management Bachelor Degree:
June 29, 2004 -- Finally had chance to follow-up on information provided at the recent EM HiEd Conference by Dr. Joseph Kennedy, SUNY Canton President, and Tina LaChance, Executive Assistant to President Kennedy, concerning two new initiatives at SUNY Canton:  (1) the development of an Emergency Management Training Center for Northern New York, and (2) an investigation into the development of a Bachelor Degree in Emergency Management.  Called and talked with SUNY Canton Provost Dr. Jerome Brown, who confirmed these two initiatives and agreed to the drafting of a "write-up" for The College List, Programs Being Investigated/Developed section, of the EM BA investigation.  The Project Assistant will follow-up with Dr. Brown on the College List item, which should be available on the website within a week or so.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Brown can be reached at:  provost@canton.edu.
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