(1)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

April 14, 2005 -- Received for review, 3rd draft of Session 9, "Geologic Hazards," by Katherine Eschelbach, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

April 15, 2005 -- Received for review draft of Session 26, "Coastal Hazards Management Framework," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

(2)  DISASTER RESISTANT UNIVERSITIES CONFERENCE, MAY 19-20, UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT WILMINGTON:

April 14, 2005 -- received email, pasted in below, from Suzanne M. Blake, Emergency Management Coordinator, University of North Carolina at Wilmington:

"Please join us in beautiful Wilmington, NC for the 2005 Disaster Resistant Universities Conference.  The DRU Conference will take place May 19-20 and is an opportunity to bring together the schools and universities designated by FEMA as Disaster Resistant Universities, along with colleges and universities interested in enhancing their disaster preparedness programs on campus. Hosted by UNC Wilmington, one of the six original DRUs, the conference will provide an opportunity for representatives from universities all over the country to meet, network, and learn about best practices in disaster resistance.  For details and to register, go to https://busaff.uncw.edu/ehs/dru_conference_2005.  Don’t miss this opportunity to improve your institution’s disaster resistance, network with your peers and enjoy the ambience of coastal North Carolina.  Discounted hotel rates available until April 20th!"

For additional information, Ms. Blake can be reached at:  blakes@uncw.edu

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005, EMMITSBURG, MD:

April 12, 2005 -- Received news from Admissions Office that all the 120 dorm rooms for the conference had now been allotted (excluding several being held for conference speakers whom have yet to get their application forms in).  The good news was that another 100 dorm rooms are being assigned to support the conference -- though these rooms will not be generally available until after 1:00 on Tuesday, June 7, the first day of the conference -- after previous occupants have vacated the rooms and cleaning staff been able to do their job.  Thus, it would seem that the worst case for someone getting their application in now is that they might have to stay at a nearby motel the night before the conference, and then switch over into a dorm room on Tuesday.  The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, can be contacted to assist in signing up for one of these dorm rooms.  I would suggest that anyone who has received an conference acceptance letter which states that local motel accommodations must be arranged, get in touch with Barbara to sign-up for one of the newly assigned rooms.  Barbara can be reached at:  barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION SLIDE PRESENTATION -- ON PROJECT WEBSITE -- REVISED:

April 14-15, 2005 -- Updated, substantially revised and added to the "HiEd Presentation" on the Project website.  Forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to replace the 63-paged February 11, 2005 version.  The replacement, dated April 15, 2005, is 80 pages.  Should be accessible shortly.

(5)  INTERIM NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS GOAL RELEASED:

To access a copy, go to:  http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/odp/docs/InterimNationalPreparednessGoal_03-31-05_1.pdf
(6)  LORAIN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, OH -- INVESTIGATING DEVELOPMENT OF AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

April 15, 2005 -- Communicated with Elaine Colvin, Special Projects Coordinator at Lorain, concerning their interest in developing some sort of emergency management program, one that would incorporate Emergency Management Institute developed Independent Study courses in the design of a program.  Elaine Colvin can be reached at:  ecolvin@lorainccc.edu.

(7)  MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME ACADEMY, BUZZARDS BAY, MA -- INSTITUTED BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

April 15, 2005 -- Found out today that the Massachusetts Maritime Academy was much further along in their investigation into the development of a Bachelor of Science in Emergency Management Degree than we had thought.  According to new information received today, this new BS began last Fall Semester, 2004. with 20 students.  Project Assistant is seeking to get in touch to acquire additional information so that a description can be drafted and posted in "The College List" on the Project homepage.  In the meantime, for additional information, one can contact Malcolm MacGregor at:  Mmacgregor@maritime.edu.

(8)  MEASURING MITIGATION -- NEW STUDY FROM PROVENTION CONSORTIUM:

April 15, 2005 -- Received today issue 246 of "Disaster Research," put out every several weeks by the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder, and found interesting note, pasted in below, on a new study on "Measuring Mitigation," which ought to be of interest to the academic hazard, disaster, emergency management educator:

"As the human and financial costs of disasters triggered by natural hazards continues to rise decade by decade, disasters are increasingly being recognized as a threat to sustainable development, poverty reduction initiatives, and the achievement of a number of the Millennium Development Goals. Despite this, many development organizations remain reluctant to pursue disaster risk reduction as a key objective, or even to protect their own projects against potential hazards.

Although there are many challenges to mainstreaming natural disaster reduction into development programming, a new study concludes that some technical obstacles can be overcome without great difficulty (Charlotte Benson and John Twigg, "Measuring Mitigation: Methodologies for Assessing Natural Hazard Risks and the Net Benefits of Mitigation

- A Scoping Study," 2004). The study was carried out as part of a project by the ProVention Consortium, a global coalition of governments, international organizations, academic institutions, the private sector, and civil society organizations dedicated to increasing the safety of vulnerable communities and to reducing the impact of disasters in developing countries.

The study shows that many of the standard tools used in designing development projects - such as environmental appraisal, economic appraisal, vulnerability and social analysis, risk assessment, and logframe analysis - can be used or readily adapted to assess risks from natural hazards and the potential benefits of mitigation options.

At present, these often cover risk in the broadest sense (operational, financial, political, etc.) but usually make little reference to natural hazards. Consequently, hazards and related vulnerability are rarely considered in designing and appraising development projects, even in high-risk areas.

Another key finding is that monitoring and evaluation is still relatively neglected in disaster reduction work. There is also still too much emphasis on assessment of activities and outputs, rather than impacts. Failure at the project planning stage to provide baselines and clarify the structure of a project's objectives, outcomes, outputs, and activities also handicaps evaluation by making it difficult to identify progress and causality.

The study concludes by making a number of recommendations to practitioners and policy makers that will help them to improve their approach to appraisal and evaluation.

The full report, a shorter synthesis report, and a policy brief are available free of charge from the ProVention Consortium. Electronic copies can be downloaded from the project's Web page (http://www.proventionconsortium.org/projects/methodology_assess.htm);

printed copies are available on request by writing to provention@ifrc.org.

A new phase of the project is about to begin. This will produce a set of short guidance notes on specific project and country program-level appraisal and planning tools, together with a more detailed handbook on monitoring and evaluating disaster reduction projects. These materials will become available during 2005-2006. Progress updates will be published on the ProVention Consortium's Web site (http://www.proventionconsortium.org/)."

(9)  METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, OMAHA, NEBRASKA -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM BEGINS:

April 8, 2005 -- Found out too late for last week's activity report that Metropolitan Community College has put their proposed Emergency Management Certificate Program into operation and are now teaching courses to a group of 30 students.  The Project Assistant is working with Keith Deiml, Emergency Management Instructor at Metropolitan, to draft a description of this program for incorporation into the College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for more information, Mr. Deiml can be reached at:  kdeiml@mccneb.edu

Note:  This is the first collegiate emergency management program in Nebraska.  With the implementation of this program there are now collegiate emergency management programs in 41 States as well as in the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.  Collegiate emergency management programs are being investigated in four of the remaining 9 States without collegiate emergency management programs -- Kentucky, New Hampshire, South Carolina, and South Dakota.  There are emergency management related programs in 3 of the remaining 5 States -- Alaska, Iowa, and New Mexico.  There are no related programs that we are aware of, nor investigations into the development of an emergency management program in Maine and Montana.

(10)  SUPERVOLCANO GAME FOR EMERGENCY MANAGERS:

April 15, 2005 -- Another item of interest from issue 426 of "Disaster Research" pasted in below:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/supervolcano/game.shtml
In conjunction with "Supervolcano," the BBC's factual drama that imagines how a super-eruption would devastate the planet, the network created this interactive online game that casts players as emergency managers tasked with saving communities from a volcanic eruption.

(11)  TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE (NW)), FORT WORTH, TX -- INVESTIGATING DEVELOPMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE:

April 12, 2005 -- Talked with Mike Bright, Environmental Technology Program Coordinator at Tarrant County College, who notes that the school is beginning an investigation into the development of an emergency management certificate within the existing environmental technology program.  Discussed the courses developed by the Project at the upper division and graduate level, found on the Project website, as well as the several dozen emergency management and homeland security related training courses developed by EMI and the NFA and made available via CD ROM.  Noted the upcoming EM HiEd Conference and encouraged attendance.  For additional information, Mr. Bright can be reached at:  MIKE.BRIGHT@tccd.edu

(12)  UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO -- INVESTIGATING GRADUATE-LEVEL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

April 13, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. David Etkin, Institute for Environmental Studies, University of Toronto, concerning a recent decision there to investigate the development of Canada's first graduate level emergency management program.  Went through several tabs on the Project homepage, discussed growth of US emergency management college programs, and recommended trying to attend the June 7-9, 2005 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here.
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