This is a message from the Department of Homeland Security/U.S. Fire Administration/Emergency Management Institute/Higher Education Project. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara L. Johnson at Barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov 

October 4-8, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Activity Report

(1)  Community College of Southern Nevada -- Proposing Associate of Applied Science in Emergency Management:
October 7, 2004 – Talked with Dr. Ronald Casey at CCSN who notes that a proposal has been developed to implement an Applied Associate of Science Degree in Emergency Management – based preponderantly on EMI-developed emergency management courses.  He is working now on the general education requirements for the proposed new degree.  Once these are developed, the proposal goes, probably this November, to the College for approval.  If approved here, as expected (supported by the CCSN President), the next step is approval by the Board of Regents – anticipated in early 2005.  Hopes to be able to start teaching emergency management courses (a mix of class-room based and distance learning options) sometime this Spring or Summer -- Fall at the latest.  Will be developing a description of this initiative for posting in the “Programs Being Proposed/Investigated” section of The College List on the Project web-site.  In the meantime, for additional information, Ronald Casey can be reached at:  ron_casey@mail.ccsn.nevada.edu.

(2)  Disaster Response Operations and Management:
October 4, 2004 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, Session 21, "Debris Management."

(3)  George Fox University, Newberg, OR -- Proposing Crisis Management Graduate Concentrations:

October 7, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. Wesley D. Balda, Professor of Management, Business and Economics at GFU, who notes that he is working on a proposal to put before the Faculty Curriculum Committee in the next two months – to create a 12-unit Crisis Management Concentration within the Management Masters and Doctorate Programs.  For additional information, Dr. Balda can be reached at:  wbalda@georgefox.edu.

(4)  Indiana University Kokomo -- Investigating Development of Emergency Management Certificate:
October 5, 2004 -- Talked with Fred Hakes, Director of Continuing Studies at IUK, pursuant to receiving information from the Indiana Emergency Management Agency that staff there were in communication with the school on the development of an emergency management certificate program.  Dr. Hakes confirmed that this was indeed the case.  The school is in the process of developing a "hybrid" or "blended" undergraduate emergency management certificate -- meaning that courses would combine once a week class-room based classes, with on-line distance learning requirements.  Discussions on-campus on the development of this program have all been positive and thus Director Hakes is optimistic that a program can be developed and approved for "kick-off" the Fall Semester of 2005.  The Project Assistant will be developing, in coordination with Director Hakes, a description of this initiative for incorporation into "The College List" -- Programs Being Proposed/Investigating section.  In the meantime, for additional information, Director Hakes can be reached at:  fhakes@iuk.edu.

(5)  Indiana University-Purdue University at Fort Wayne -- Investigating Emergency and Risk Management Major:
October 6, 2004 -- Talked with Barry Hancock, Director and Assistant Dean of Public and Environmental Affairs, who was identified recently by the staff of the Indiana Emergency Management Agency as someone they had been communicating with on the development of an emergency management program.  Followed-up and learned from Dean Hancock that he and others are investigating the development of a Major in Emergency and Risk Management within their Bachelors of Science in Public Administration Degree Program.  Dean Hancock noted that while the State Office is supportive, other administrators are concerned with the audience for such a program -- where would the students come from -- was told many of the county-level emergency managers (now homeland security managers) in surrounding are often single person operations -- sometimes part time -- not well paid -- sometimes with other primary jobs (such as one county Homeland Security Director who drives a taxi for his primary livelihood).  My response was to cast a broad marketing and recruiting net -- that even in sparsely populated States, where emergency management programs have started, even if very tenuously, the great majority have grown and become successful.  Thus, the importance of taking the first step and developing a small number of courses that could be packaged as a certificate, diploma, minor, concentration, or the like.  For additional information, Dean Hancock can be reached at:  hancockb@ipfw.edu.

(6)  Metropolitan College of New York -- Redesigning The MCNY Emergency and Disaster Management MPA:
October 4, 2004 -- Talked with Scot Phelps, Director of Metropolitan's Master of Public Administration Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management.  Metropolitan is now in the second semester of this new program and is finding that the students who are enrolling are not those the program was designed for -- namely mid-career emergency management and related professionals (with Bachelor Degrees).  Instead most of the students are career transitional practitioners (mostly from the emergency services).  In addition, many of those who seek to enroll as a careen transitional practitioner, do not have Bachelor Degrees.  Thus, the school is investigating changes to the structure and content of its program -- by adding a Bachelor option and dropping two of the three ethics oriented courses and adding a private sector oriented business and industry crisis management type course and an information technology course.  For additional information Dr. Phelps can be reached at:  sphelps@metropolitan.edu

(7)  Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, Nebraska -- Developing Emergency Management Certificate/Diploma:
October 6, 2004 – Met with Keith Deiml of Metropolitan Community College, here on campus taking an Incident Command System  Train-The-Trainer, in preparation for teaching ICS within the emergency management program he is seeking approval to initiate.  This proposal -- to develop an Emergency Management Certificate and an Emergency Management Diploma -- goes to the Metropolitan  Community College Board of Governors later this month for approval.  Communications with a number of Board members has been such as to expect approval.  If approved as expected, the next step will be before the Nebraska State Higher Education Commission this December, where approval is also expected.  If approved, the EM Certificate and Diploma programs will become immediately effective.  Anticipating approval, two courses have been scheduled for the next quarter starting in December – Principles of Emergency Management, and either Incident Command System or a Hazardous Materials course (all based upon EMI training courses).  The difference between the EM Certificate and the EM Diploma is that the EM Certificate will be for academic credit, will include general education requirements and will take about a year to complete.  The EM Diploma will be stand-alone and for CEU non-academic credit – take a specified number of emergency management courses and get a diploma.  If all goes well, the ultimate goal is to develop an Emergency Management Associate Degree.  All of this activity has been supported by a needs assessment survey which found support for the development of an emergency management program in Nebraska.  If approved, this will be the first EM program in Nebraska.  For additional information, Mr. Dieml can be reached at:  kdeiml@mccneb.edu

(8)  Redefining Readiness:  Terrorism Planning Through the Eyes of the Public.

October 6, 2004 -- Learned of this September 14, 2004 released report, prepared by Roz. D. Lasker, Center for the Advancement of Collaborative Strategies in Health, The New York Academy of Medicine, with funding from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation.  From the Executive Summary:

"The Redefining Readiness Study is the first opportunity the American people have had to describe how they would react to protective instructions in two terrorist attacks:  a smallpox outbreak and the explosion of a dirty bomb.  This information is critically important because the plans currently being developed to deal with these situations are based on expert assumptions about what people would be concerned about and how they would behave.  If planners' assumptions about the public are wrong -- as they have been in the past -- the plans being developed will not work as expected, and a large number of people who should be protected will be unnecessarily harmed."

From New York Academy of Medicine Press Release on this study:

"In these crisis situations, many Americans would not be safeguarded because existing terrorism response plans don't account for how people would behave….Current plans have been created in a 'top-down' style, telling people what to do in the event of an attack without considering all of the risks and concerns that drive people's actions, the investigators found….'Our study shows that if planners listened to and learned from the public, they could protect many more people'."

From the Executive Summary again:  

"…most of the findings in the study are generalizable, they are applicable to planning efforts throughout the country….Planners will need to work with community residents directly, however, to benefit from their insights about responding to many other kinds of terrorist attack and emergency situations.  The study documents that involving people in these kinds of planning efforts can accomplish another important objective as well:  it can address the trust and confidence issues that currently discourage so many members of the public from following protective instructions."

"The next challenge is to make it possible for government agencies and private-sector organizations to engage the public in planning efforts.  Our study demonstrates that to make participation meaningful and worthwhile to community residents, the process needs to assure them considerable influence in planning and needs to focus their involvement on identifying and addressing the issues they care about a lot.  We recognize that this kind of inclusive process would entail a substantial change in the way many planners currently go about their work and that there are a variety of barriers that currently make it difficult for planners to move in this direction.  Nonetheless, the stakes are too high to continue the status quo.  To provide planners with practical models for engaging the public in these kinds of activities, our next step will be to support planning processes in selected sites around the country that demonstrate exactly how community residents can be meaningfully and easily engaged."

The report, the press release and other material can be accessed at:  http://www.cacsh.org/eptpp.html
(9)  University of Richmond -- New Master of Disaster Science Degree:
October 4, 2004 -- It's official -- in addition to the Associate and Bachelor Degrees and graduate and undergraduate Certificates in Emergency Services Management at the University of Richmond, there is now available a Master of Disaster Science Degree.  Offered through the School of Continuing Education, this program "teaches students to deal with the causation, impact, and outcomes of a variety of natural and man-made disasters in interdisciplinary context."  According to the material provided to the EM HiEd Project, "the program builds on professional technical training and undergraduate studies with students engaging in the theory of disasters and teaching them the research tools needed to discover new knowledge in the field.  Students are give a deeper understanding of disasters in relation to emergency management duties and responsibilities."  The program will require 33 semester hours and be completed within five years.  A description of this program has been placed on "The College List" -- Masters Level Programs section.  

(10)  Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC -- Added Distance Learning Component to BS in Emergency Mgmt.:
October 4, 2004 -- Heard from Bernie Dougherty at WCU that their on-campus Bachelor of Science in Emergency Management Degree has now been approved for the addition of an on-line distance learning option.  The first cohort group will initiate this new initiative with the January, 2005 semester.  For additional information, consult the WCU program description on The College List (EM HiEd Project website) or email Bernie Dougherty at:  bdougherty@email.wcu.edu.
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On March 1, 2003, FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. FEMA’s continuing mission within the new department is to lead the effort to prepare the nation for all hazards and effectively manage federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates proactive mitigation activities, trains first responders, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration. 

