April 4-8, 2005 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report 

(1)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

April 8, 2005 -- Reviewed 2nd draft of Session 38, "Hazard Mitigation Planning II," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for posting to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(2)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

April 6, 2005 -- Received for review, 2nd draft of "Social Work and Disasters" chapter by Dr. Michael Zakour, School of Social Work, Tulane University.

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, EMI, JUNE 7-9, 2005, EMMITSBURG, MD:

April 4-8, 2005 -- Continued coordination of draft agenda and the incorporation of modifications pursuant to review comments.  While we have yet to hear back from some of those identified as participants on the agenda, and still have some moderator/facilitator positions to fill, the agenda is at a point where it can go up on the website -- and thus forwarded copy to the EMI Webmaster on April 8th for upload to the Project website -- Conference box (top of the Project homepage) -- where it should be accessible shortly.

April 8, 2005 -- Admissions Office notes that all 110 dorm rooms have been allocated.

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND RELATED LABOR MARKET DATA AND STATISTICS, 2005:

April 5, 2005 -- Received from the two interns to the EM HiEd Project this Semester from Millersville University of Pennsylvania, Kim Husman and Monika Buchanan, a report entitled "Emergency Management and Related Labor Market Data and Statistics, 2005."  The data and statistics gathered here are a response to collegiate academics and administrators working on proposals to develop new "hazard, disaster, and what to do about them" types of programs on their campus.  Frequently, we are told, the reviewers of such proposals wish to get a feeling for the potential job market for graduates of any contemplated new program.  This effort represents a first cut at providing such data.  The document has been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- under a new tab on the left side of the Project homepage -- EM Job Market Data -- where, hopefully, it will be accessible shortly.

(5)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

April 8, 2005 -- Reviewed Session 12, "Management and Restoration of Floodplain Ecological Functions," by Dr. Susan Bolton, and provided review comments to the lead course developer, Bob Freitag, University of Washington.  From Session Scope statement:

"This session discusses the importance of taking a broad view when undertaking river or floodplain restoration. One has to remember the 4 dimensions of rivers, the nature of disturbances and watershed processes that create and maintain aquatic and riparian habitat in the system being considered for restoration."

Forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly. 

(6)  ISTANBUL TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY, TURKEY:

April 8, 2005 -- In communicating with Dr. Derin Ural, Director of the Center for Excellence for Disaster Management, as well as the Graduate Disaster Management Program at Istanbul Tech, concerning her presentation during the "International Disaster Management" Breakout Session at the upcoming June 7-9, 2005 EM HiEd Conference, she notes that "our program is going very well. An important development is that the Prime Ministry has prepared a new Disaster Management system law, based on our recommendations - and passed it through the parliament on January 26th.  Our students and graduates are successful - and we have taken on many new training and research projects.  One of them is a national project supported by the World Bank!"  More information on these developments, will be made available at the conference.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Ural can be reached at:  derin@itu.edu.tr

(7)  NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE, HAVERHILL, MA -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

April 5, 2005 -- Received email from Regina Correia-Branco, Director of Student Accounts at Northern Essex Community College, noting that Northern Essex is investigating the "development of a Certificate and/or Associate Degree in Emergency Management, or at the very least, a concentration in emergency management including homeland security."  Have put the Project Assistant in touch so as to develop a description of this initiative for posting to the "Programs Being Investigated/Proposed" section of the College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Regina Correia-Branco can be reached at:  rcorreiabranco@necc.mass.edu.  Director Correia-Branco expressed interest in attending the June EM HiEd Conference, along with two adjunct faculty who will be involved in the development of the anticipated emergency management program.

(8)  UNIVERSITY OF AKRON -- BACHELOR DEGREE IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

April 5, 2005 -- Heard from Dr. Nancy Grant, Professor and Co-Director of the Center for Emergency Management and Homeland Security Policy Research at the University of Akron, that the school has recently received funding for a project to place their class-room based emergency management courses into a distance learning format for on-line delivery.  For additional information, Dr. Grant can be reached at nkgrant@uakron.edu

(9)  UNIVERSITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO -- APPROVED TO IMPLEMENT BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEGREE:

April 5, 2005 -- Received news from Dr. Timothy J. Murphey, Assistant Professor, School of Environmental and Emergency Management at the University of Findlay, that last month approval was granted by the Faculty Senate to begin offering a Bachelor of Science Degree in Emergency Management beginning Fall Semester, 2005.  This will be in addition to the Emergency and Disaster Management Emphasis Area within the Masters Degree in Environmental Safety and Health Management (also a stand alone certificate).  A program description will soon be drafted for incorporation into the College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Murphey can be reached at:  murphy@findlay.edu.
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