November 3-7, 2003 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Eastern Michigan University (Ypsilanti):
November 7, 2003 -- Talked with Gerald (Skip) Lawver, Department of Interdisciplinary Technology concerning the status of the two emergency management programs at EMU:  (1) Concentration (Minor) in Emergency Management within Bachelor of Science in Public Safety Administration, and (2) Emergency Management Concentration (Track) within the Masters Degree in Liberal Studies.  Was told that student enrollments are staying level, though there has been some increased interest following the recent northeast blackout that effected Michigan as well.  Was also told that placement is going well -- graduates from both programs are getting positions and/or advancement -- mostly in the private sector, but some in the public sector as well.  Noted that just very recently officials from the Township of Canton, MI contacted his program seeking the names of students close to graduation.  The Township, which has never funded an emergency manager position, now wants to fund one and to recruit from his emergency management students.  For additional information, Skip Lawver can be reached at:  skip.lawver@emich.edu.

(2)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:
November 3, 2001 -- Received from Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University, the lead on this course development project (contracted this past September), a 15-page outline for this course.  Have been able to obtain dorm rooms and a meeting room to support a December 8-9 focus group meeting on this new course development project.  Initial plans are for course sessions on:

Intro and Historical Overview of Evolution of Hazards Mapping

Technology and Hazard Mapping and Modeling

Introduction to Hazard Modeling

Dispersion Modeling of Chemical Hazards Using ALOHA

Mapping the Impacts of Chemical Hazards

Mapping and Spatial Analysis of Populations and Neighborhoods at Risk

Riverine Flooding Using HAZUS-MH

Mapping the Impacts of Riverine Flooding Hazards

Using GIS in Land-Use Decisions in a Multi-Hazard Environment

Modeling Wind Hazards

Supporting Emergency Operations With GIS

Application of GPS and Wireless Technology in Hazard Mapping and Modeling

Mapping and Spatial Analysis of Populations and Neighborhoods Most at Risk, Part Two

Social, Legal, and Policy Issues in Utilizing Hazard Models and Mapping

Trends in Hazard Modeling and Mapping

(3)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project -- Nearing Completion:
November 7, 2003 -- Communicated with lead course developer, Greg Shaw, George Washington University on the production of a complete course draft which will go into review.  Drafts have now been written on all course sessions.  Next week we will be provided with a CD ROM of the entire course -- this will be provided to Admin Support for the production of review copies.  Will soon draft and submit a request for reviewers to the Natural Hazards Center in Boulder for incorporation into "Disaster Research."

(4)  Homeland Security Training Courses to Support Associate Degrees in Homeland Security Programs:
November 3-7, 2003 -- Working with a staff assistant to round-up NETC training course materials related to homeland security -- will place on CD and begin to make available to Associate Degree granting schools that have or wish to develop homeland security programs on their campus.  Should be available within about one month.

(5)  Integrated Floodplain Management -- Graduate Level Course Development Project:
November 3-4, 2003 -- Participated in Focus Group meeting sponsored by the State Floodplain Managers Association and the EM HiEd Project.  Purpose of the focus group meeting was for the course development team for this recently awarded contract (September 2003) to get together to go over course development details and issues, with the assistance of several invited non course development team subject matter experts and stakeholders.  The course development team is led by Bob Freitag, Director, Institute for Hazard Mitigation Planning and Research, University of Washington.  Team members are Stephen Newmark (instructional design), Larry Larson (Executive Director, Association of State Floodplain Managers), Dr. Elliott Mittler (consultant), Dr. Susan Bolton (Center for Streamside Studies, University of Washington), and Dr. Don Reichmuth (President, Geomax Professional Engineers).  Other focus group members were Bob Hirsch (USGS), Tom Hirt (FEMA EMI Floodplain Management training courses manager), Rhonda Montgomery (Kansas State NFIP Coordinator), Dr. Karen Prestegaard (Dept. of Geology, University of Maryland), and Kenneth Zwickl, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers).  Would have to say that this was the most contentious EM HiEd Project course development focus group meeting -- a reflection of the deliberate attempt to bring a wide range of perspectives together.  A general consensus on overall course goals and objectives was arrived at (though not the course name), as well as general agreement on the development of a modular framework to hold the individual course sessions that will be developed, and the nature of those individual sessions:

Course Introduction

Cultural Approaches to Rivers (Domination or Benevolence)

A Limited Resource

Local, Local, Local

Physical Systems

Tectonics

Hydrologic Cycle

Stream Mechanics

Stabilization Tools

Biological Landscape

Baseline Development

Degradation Factors

Tools (Preservation, Restoration)

Human Impacts To These Systems

Impact of Human Settlements

History of Floodplain Management

Risks To Human Settlements

Definition of Risk

Profiling the Hazard

Concepts of Exposure and Vulnerability

Tools (Mitigation)

Policy History

Federal (Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, National Flood Insurance Act)

State

Local

Future Tools

Synthesis and Integration

For additional information, Bob Freitag can be reached at:  breitag@mindspring.com

(6)  Mesa Community College, Arizona:
November 7, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Lawrence (Larry) Thacker, Director, Fire Science and EMT, and lead in the development for the Maricopa County Community College System on the development of an Applied Associate Degree in Emergency Management.  Dr. Thacker notes that light can be seen at the end of the tunnel in the program development and proposal review process -- believes that all significant potential problems have been addressed and that final approval to implement this new degree will soon be in-hand -- due to the significant level of interest in such a program.  Anticipates that the new EM AD will go into effect by the Fall Semester, 2004 -- perhaps earlier if word-of-mouth advertising of its availability leads to sufficient students to populate the new classes.  For additional information, Dr. Thacker can be reached at:  thacker@mail.mc.maricopa.edu.

(7)  Metropolitan College of New York -- Masters Program in Emergency and Disaster Management:
November 5, 2003 -- Received news from Dr. Michael Maurer, School for Public Affairs and Administration at MCNY, that the New York State Regents approved on November 3rd, the MCNY proposal to implement a Masters of Public Administration Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management.  Plans are to implement this new degree program in January, 2004.  Work is also underway to develop and seek approval for a Homeland Security MPA Degree Program.  For additional information check out the write-up on the College List -- Programs Under Development section -- or email Dr. Maurer at:  MMaurer@metropolitan.edu.

(8)  San Jose State University -- Graduate Emergency Management Concentration:
November 5, 2003 -- Received note from Dr. Guna Selvaduray, Professor and Graduate Coordinator, San Jose State University, on the progress being made in the development of an Emergency Management Concentration within the SJSU Master of Public Administration program -- are planning on a 36-unit program:  15 units from Public Administration, 9 units (3 courses) from the Emergency Management Core Curriculum, 9 elective units from a prescribed listing, and 3 units for an emergency management related project.  The three emergency management core courses are to be:

Emergency Planning & Management

Physical Sciences/Engineering for Emergency Managers

Crisis Communication

Dr. Selvadury notes that the Fall Semester, 2004 is the target date for implementing this new program.  For additional information, Dr. Selvaduray can be reached at:  gunas@email.sjsu.edu

(9)  Subsidizing Catastrophe:

November 6, 2003 -- That's the title of a Ventura County Star piece that ran today by columnist John Krist -- with the subtitle "Aid Programs Sow The Seeds of Future Disasters"

"...Southern California's most recent confrontation with incendiary disaster is losing its dramatic pulse and becoming the much less gripping story of recovery.  Already, the migrant media horde has decamped, seeking some fresh nightmare to plumb, and politicians soon will seek new images to replace smoldering homes as backdrops for press conferences.

In some ways, however, this is the most critical phrase in the wildfire cycle -- that enervated pause after the inferno has passed -- for it is in the aftermath of one disaster that the seeds of the next are sown.

Typically, this phrase is referred to as 'disaster recovery.'  What it ought to be called is 'disaster facilitation,' for in seeking to soothe the pain of one catastrophe, institutions of public aid all but guarantee its repetition by rewarding the bad decisions that helped make it possible in the first place.

....a critical examination  is needed, because much of the help offered to fire victims in coming weeks will merely ensure future victimization.  From a public-policy perspective, it will be money ill-spent.

Strictly speaking, there is no such thing as a 'natural disaster.'  The term refers to what happens when human beings put themselves in the way of natural phenomena such as earthquakes, floods and wildfires.  These are entirely predictable events, in the sense that they inevitably recur in the places they have occurred before, and thus are avoidable.  They inflict no permanent damage on natural systems adapted to them; it is only when people move into their path that such events become 'disasters.'

....despite the evident risk of fire in the areas that recently have burned -- and the statistical certainty that they will burn again -- vast sums of money soon will be poured into reconstruction of homes in the danger zone.  Although well-meaning, this assistance amounts to public subsidy of recurring disaster....there is the several millions of dollars a day in taxpayer money -- not to mention the blood -- expended by federal, state and local firefighting agencies to protect private homes built in a combustible landscape.

Many strategies have been employed to reduce the destructive capacity of wildfires in Southern California -- brush clearance laws, purchase of expensive firefighting equipment, nonflammable building material codes -- yet the damage toll rises year after year.  Perhaps it's time also to stop publicly underwriting construction of fire-threatened homes...in the long run it may be the most compassionate thing to do."

(10)  University of Utah -- Course on Modern Technological Hazards:

November 6, 2003 -- Received from Dr. Neil Thueson, Deputy Director, Public Safety Education and Development Center, Utah Department of Public Safety, a copy of his course syllabus on "Modern Technological Hazards" to be taught Spring Semester 2004. Am adding it to the Syllabi Compilation on the EM HiEd Website, where it should be shortly.  For additional information, Neil Thueson can be reached at:  nthueson@utah.gov.

