Jan 27-31, 2003 FEMA  EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Bluefield State College, WV:
January 30, 2003 -- Dr. Michael Lilly calls to note that BSC has received approval from the West Virginia State Government to develop and implement their proposed Associate Of Applied Science in Emergency Management Degree -- a 64 credit hour program which will be housed in the Division of Nursing, Education, Professional and Occupational Studies and will be targeted to emergency services personnel.  Up to 30 credit hours will be given for training courses offered by the State Office of Emergency Management.  An additional 10 hours can be given for emergency management experience (such as working in a disaster response operation), and 24 hours will need to be pulled from the schools general studies curriculum.  Dr. Lilly noted that of the 57 county emergency managers in WV only 2-3 have a college education -- AD or BA.  The school is and plans to continue working with the State Office of Emergency Management to change this state of affairs.  Plans are to start offering classes this coming Fall Semester.  For additional information, Dr. Lilly can be reached at:  (304) 327-4224.

(2)  Casper Community College, WY:
January 30, 2003 -- Met with Stewart Anderson, Coordinator, Natrona County Emergency Management Agency, and adjunct faculty member at CCC.  Mr. Anderson is putting together a proposal to go to the Wyoming Community College Commission in the very near future on the development of a Certificate in Emergency Management and an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Emergency Management.  Anticipates that the proposal will be approved and hopes to begin classes this coming Fall Semester.  Agreed to draft a letter of support which will be incorporated into the proposal package.  For additional information, Stewart Anderson can be reached at:  C4stewsar@aol.com.

(3)  College of Lake County Community College, IL:
January 27, 2003 -- Talked with Carole Bulakowski, Assistant Vice President for Educational Affairs, concerning the school's investigation into the development an emergency management certificate and being listed in “The College List.”  Was agreeable to being listed.  Provided information on the HiEd website - particularly the College List and the Q&A section, given their intent to conduct an interest survey in the near future.  Recommended casting a much broader net than emergency management and emergency services.  

(4)  Community College of Rhode Island:
January 29, 2003 -- Talked with Dean Maureen McGarry concerning their proposals to develop a Certificate in Emergency Management and an Associate Degree in Emergency Management.  CCRI has now taught an Intro to EM course twice -- meaning that a proposal to add this course to the CCRI curriculum can now go to the Curriculum Committee, which meets in March.  Two other EM courses will be piloted this year.  The next step past the Curriculum committee is for these two proposals to go to the CCRI Board of Governors.  For additional information, Dean McGarry can be reached at:  mmcgarry@ccri.cc.ri.us.

(5)  Del Mar College, Corpus Christi, TX:
January 30, 2003 -- Received note from John Graham, Instructor of Criminal Justice at DMC, noting that their Certificate in Disaster Management Professional Development is going well and that as a consequence a proposal went forward yesterday to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences to expand into an Associate of Applied Arts and Sciences Degree in Emergency Management.  Mr. Graham notes that "if all goes well, we hope to be able to offer this A.A.S. degree by the Fall of 2004."  The next step after the Dean's anticipated approval will be to go before the DMC Coordinating Board.  For additional information, John Graham can be reached at:  gctraining@yahoo.com.

(6)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD:
January 27-31, 2003 -- Work continued with logistical arrangements, drafting letter of invitation, and a draft agenda.

(7)  Keene State College, Keene, NH:
January 29, 2003 - Receive news from Jeff Brown, Extended Studies Coordinator, Office of Continuing Education and Extended Studies that “The Keene State College Safety Department faculty met yesterday, to discuss the possibility of participation in the FEMA Higher Education Program.  The consensus was that the College should participate and that participation should start under the umbrella of Keene State's Office of Continuing Education and Extended Studies, where many of the College's safety education and training outreach initiatives are managed.  Faculty members expressed interest in beginning participation in the FEMA Higher Education Program by developing a certificate program, managed by the Office of Continuing Education.  Would you please advise us how to begin the process of being listed as a participating institution.”  Responded and assigned task of drafting a note on the developing Keene State EM Certificate for the Under Development section of the College List, to the HiEd Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson.  In the meantime, for additional information, Jeff Brown can be reached at:  jbrown@keene.edu.

(8)   [Blanchard, Wayne]  Deleted. 
(9)  Service Learning in Emergency Management:
January 27, 2003 -- Received from Dr. Jane Kushma of Jacksonville State University, AL, a draft document on "Incorporating Service-Learning in Emergency Management Higher Education Curriculum," which was reviewed and review comments forwarded back to Dr. Kushma for the production of a 2nd, somewhat more expansive draft.  This document will then be placed in the "Service Learning in Emergency Management" section of the EM HiEd Project Website:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/sl_em.asp

(10)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters Course Development Project:
January 27, 2003 -- Received from lead course developer, Dr. Elaine Enarson of Metropolitan State University, two draft sessions for review by Dr. Deborah Thomas of the University of Colorado at Denver:  Session 5, "Technological Hazards," and Session 6, "Population and Economic Trends."

January 28, 2003 -- Drafted a solicitation for reviewers and forwarded to Dr. Enarson for review.  As a result accepted recommendation to change name of course from "Social Vulnerability Approach to Emergency Management" to "Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters" -- the course was intended to be the former, but I agree that it is actually more the latter.  Sent the solicitation to the Natural Hazards Center in Boulder for incorporation into the next available edition of the electronic newsletter "Disaster Research."

January 29, 2003 -- Exchanged several communications with Dr. Enarson on the length of time needed to (1) get a first complete draft in for distribution to those who respond to the solicitation for reviewers, (2) conduct the review, (3) meet to discuss what is to be done with review comments, (4) make modifications to the course based upon agreed upon changes at the review comments meeting, and (5) submit a 2nd and final draft.  The procurement termination date for this project is March 31st.  In that it is unlikely that all of the steps noted above can be completed by then, we discussed the submission of another no-cost to the government time extension of 2-3 months to allow the process to complete.  Talked with Procurement Office -- will be guided by my recommendation.

January 30, 2003 -- Dr. Enarson notes that she will FedEx a disk of the complete course to EMI for the production of paper copies for the review process.

January 31, 2003 -- Arranged to meet with Dr. Enarson on March 28th at EMI to go over the anticipated review comments for this course.

(11)  Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park, CA:
January 31, 2003 -- Heard from Dr. Craig Zachlod concerning a meeting that took place this week on an investigation into the development of a "Leadership in Disaster Management Certificate" and a "Disaster Management, Terrorism, and Humanitarian Response Institute" at Sonoma State.  Meeting went well and the investigation will move forward.  Current plan is to teach three courses this coming Fall Semester out of the Continuing Education Department.  Questions were asked in the meeting this week concerning marketability of certificate graduates.  Recommended contacting representatives of schools listed in The College List for their experience.  Told him that since 1995 I have heard from just one student who had not been able to get an emergency management or related job -- and that student had poor communication skills.  Noted that George Washington University has noted as a problem that too many of their students get hired while they are in the GWU program and are thus lost to the program.  Asked about grant opportunities, but I had no positive news on that score. For further information contact either Dr. Zachlod at:  czachlod@pacbell.net; or the Dean of the School of Continuing Education, Les Adler, at:  les.adler@sonoma.edu.

