Aug 25-29, 2003 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  American Political Science Association Conference and Short Course on Disaster Policy and Politics:
August 26-28, 2003 -- Participated in APSA annual conference -- this year in Philadelphia.  Have to say that from a "hazards, disasters and what you do about them" point of view the conference was a bust.  The four-hour short course on the 28th -- "Disaster Policy and Politics:  Strategies for Research and Teaching" -- was well designed and had good presentations -- by Dr. George Busenberg (Graduate School of Public Affairs, University of Colorado at Denver), Dr. William Waugh L. Waugh (Graduate Department of Public Administration, Georgia State University), Dr. Richard Sylves (Department of Political Science, University of Delaware) and Dr. Timothy Birkland (Center for Policy Research, State University of New York, Albany).  The problem was that the audience consisted of 4 people (at least two of whom were students and two were from Japan), one of which left during the mid-way break -- thus the speakers were speaking to a near empty room.  Other short courses before, during, and after this short course seemed to be well-attended.  One of the presenters opined that hazards, disasters and emergency management just must not resonate very much within the political science community -- which strikes me as strange in that hazards, disasters and what one does about them (or not) takes place largely within a political context.  Several other academic disciplines have stepped up to the plate in dealing with hazards, disasters, and what is to be done about them -- the International Sociological Association has a standing Research Committee on Disasters and publishes its own Journal (The International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters), the American Public Administration Association has a disaster and emergency management section, and even the American Bar Association has a standing committee on Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  When is academic political science to awake from its doldrums and engage in addressing the nation's ever escalating losses to disaster?  One can almost count on the fingers of two hands those from the ranks of political science who publish and teach on these subjects.  Contrast that with sociologists, geographers and engineers.  If one does not know or has not guessed, my doctorate is in government and foreign affairs (BA in political science) and I am irritated.  Rejoinders welcomed.

(2)  Floodplain Hazard Management -- Graduate Course Development Project:

August 29, 2003 -- Procurement informs me that they have been able to successfully negotiate a contract with one of the bidders for this two-year graduate course development project.  When I receive a signed contract document I will announce the successful bidder.

(3)  Jacksonville State University, Alabama:
August 29, 2003 -- Received news from Dr. Brenda Phillips and Dr. David Neal, that JSU has recently received approval from the Alabama Commission on Higher Education to implement a Master's Degree in Emergency Management.  This stand-alone MA in EM is anticipated to become operational this coming Winter/Spring Semester, 2004.  The new EM MA will be offered entirely via distance learning.  JSU will also continue to offer the Specialization in Emergency Management within the Masters of Public Administration Program.

Also heard that they are a bit overwhelmed at the moment within the various emergency management programs at JSU -- cause -- record breaking new enrollments in undergraduate and graduate emergency management programs -- they have a total of 178 student enrollments in five undergraduate courses and 149 total student enrollments in five graduate courses this Fall Semester.  For additional information, Dr. Phillips can be reached at:  brenda@jsucc.jsu.edu, and Dr. Neal can be reached at:  neal@jsucc.jsu.edu.

(4)  North Dakota State University:

August 26, 2003 -- Met with Carol Cwiak, a graduate student at NDSU who hopes to be the first person to graduate there (or anywhere else) with a Ph.D. in Emergency Management.  Ms Cwiak, on campus to take a training course at EMI, provided me with a copy of a new trifold on emergency management programs at NDSU:

"The Emergency Management program (EMP) is multidisciplinary and is geared both to the academic disaster research curricula and the applied aspects of emergency management.  The program is built on a core of social science courses to help students approach the study of disasters and emergency management from a sociological perspective.  Additionally, the program draws from other disciplines that enhance the development of processes and techniques to prevent disasters and to manage emergencies.

The program strongly emphasizes the applied and technological aspects for managing emergencies and disasters.  Thus, NDSU offers a wide variety of applied courses to ensure that graduates of the emergency management program gain technical knowledge, expertise, and the theoretical framework to join the workforce with a competitive edge....

Students can pursue a minor or a major at the baccalaureate level, a masters degree, and Ph.D. degree in emergency management.  Each of the degree programs is organized around three areas.  First, core courses are designed to provide broad knowledge and fundamentals of EM and disasters (e.g. Sociology of Disaster, Crisis Communication).  Second, disaster stage courses are specifically designed to apply techniques and instruct the student in current EM processes, regulations and practices (e.g., Response and Recovery).  Third, disaster area studies are formulated to introduce the student to the multidisciplinary dimensions of emergency management and specific areas of emergency management-related expertise (e.g., courses in the Social and Behavioral Sciences as well as Earth Sciences and related fields).

The mission of the EMP is to create a cadre of graduates with extensive theoretical and applied knowledge in emergency management and disaster research that can advance the field of emergency management and the body of knowledge of natural, technological, and anthropogenic hazards.

Program Objectives:

1.  Educate students and professionals in the areas of emergency management preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation.

2.  Serve as a focal point of training, education, service, and research in disasters and emergency management.

3.  Support the professionalization of emergency management.

4.  Engage in community service and outreach to educate citizens in hazard mitigation, disaster prevention and preparedness.

5.  Develop a state-of-the-art emergency management applied research center.

The Graduate School offers graduate assistantships for qualified students...."

See the April 18, 2003 EM HiEd Activity Report (EM HiEd Activity Report Archives -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/activityRA.asp) for a listing of NDSU courses.  For more information contact Dr. George Youngs, Program Coordinator, at:  George.Youngs@ndsu.nodak.edu; Dr. Jennifer Wilson, Co-Director, at:  Jennifer.Wilson@ndsu.nodak.edu; or Dr. Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel, Co-Director, at Arthur.OyolaYemaiel@ndsu.nodak.edu.

