February 24-28, 2003 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Ball State University, Indiana:
February 26, 2003 - BWB receives phone call from Dr. Rob Schwartz, Department of Geography, who notes that he is working on a proposal to develop an Environmental Hazards Concentration at both the undergraduate and graduate levels at Ball State.  He taught a course on Environmental Hazards last semester and will next teach an Environmental Hazards Mitigation course.  Would like to develop one or more emergency management courses for the concentration.  If approved, he anticipates that this new program will be implemented in 2004.  Asked about attending the June HiEd Conference and I advised getting the application from the website downloaded, filled in and mailed soon.  Asked for a copy of his Environmental Hazards syllabus and recommended signing up for the Activity Reports.  Told him I would get Barbara Johnson in touch with him to produce a College List write-up.
(2)  Camden County Community College, NJ:
February 26, 2003 -- Received email from William Scheufele, Fire Service Program, noting that he and representatives from the Criminal Justice and Paramedical programs have been tasked to develop an Emergency Management and Disaster Planning Certificate Program aimed at emergency services personnel.  Indicated how to order the AD-level CD ROM of EMI training courses, noted the June HiEd Conference and discussed drafting a "write-up" of this initiative for incorporation into The College List on the HiEd website.

(3)  Disaster Resistant California 2003 Conference Paper (April 20-23, 2003, San Jose, CA):
February 24-27, 2003 -- Drafted paper on "Emergency Management Higher Education" and submitted for review internally and to most of those who were cited in the paper.  Made a number of modifications and submitted on February 27th to Dr. Guna Selvaduray of San Jose State University, the Conference Co-Chair.

(4)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference (June 4-5, 2003, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD):
February 24-28, 2003 -- Continued work on organizing the conference, including mailing out the last of 182 invitations -- for the 100 participant slots.

(5)  National Academy of Sciences Natural Disaster Roundtable on "The Emergency Manager of the Future."
February 26, 2003 -- Was contacted by Dr. Bill Alexander of the National Academy of Sciences and asked if I would serve on a panel to discuss "The Emergency Manager of the Future" from a FEMA EM HiEd Project perspective.  Said I would.  Currently scheduled for June 13 in DC.

(6)  North Dakota State University -- Approved for Emergency Management Bachelor's, Master's and Doctoral Degrees:
February 26, 2003 -- Received from Dr. George Youngs, Chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology at NDSU, news that approval has been granted to develop and implement Emergency Management Bachelor's, Master's and Doctoral Degrees -- this is in addition to the existing Minor in Emergency Management at NDSU.  Have pasted-in below a recruitment notice for a new faculty position to support these programs.

 Assistant/Associate Professor

DEPARTMENT:          Sociology/Anthropology

CLOSING DATE:        March 24, 2003 or until filled.

DESCRIPTION:         North Dakota State University's Department of Sociology/Anthropology 

(http://www.ndsu.edu/sociology) has a full-time, tenure-track position open in sociology and emergency management.  We currently offer a minor in emergency management including four required workshops hosted by the North Dakota Division of Emergency Management. The North Dakota State Board of Higher Education just approved our request to offer a major, a master's degree, and a doctorate in emergency management.  Our goal is to provide an interdisciplinary emergency management program that is both scholarly and applied with a firm foundation in sociological theory and methods.  The open position is our first step toward meeting this goal.  This is an opportunity to be a key player in the development of one of the first emergency management doctoral programs in the nation.

The Carnegie Foundation classifies NDSU as a Doctoral/Research University-Intensive. NDSU expects faculty members to demonstrate excellence in teaching, research, and service in an open and collaborative environment. Rank and salary based on experience and merit are competitive. The Department of Sociology/Anthropology has 10 faculty, and undergraduate, master's, and doctoral students.  NDSU is a Land Grant university.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Minimum qualifications include demonstrated expertise and experience in emergency management and the ability to teach graduate-level courses from a sociological perspective in at least two of the following areas:  disaster, preparedness, mitigation (especially hazardous materials mitigation), response, recovery, and/or the professionalization of emergency managers.  A Ph.D. is required in one of the following disciplines: sociology, public administration, or urban/regional planning.  It is critical that the applicant be able to work in a cooperative and collegial manner with practitioners and agency officials.  Must demonstrate effective oral and written communication skills.

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: Preferred qualifications include a graduate or undergraduate degree in sociology, teaching and/or research expertise in sociology, and the demonstrated ability to obtain external grants and to manage                    personnel, programs, and budgets. 

TO APPLY: A letter of application, curriculum vitae, Ph.D. transcript, and names, addresses, and phone numbers of three references should be addressed to George A. Youngs, Search 

Committee Chair, Department of Sociology/Anthropology, 402 Minard Hall, Box 5075, North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND 58105-5075. 

Application should be received by March 24, 2003 for full consideration.

NDSU participates in the Tri-College University consortium with neighboring Minnesota State University-Moorhead and Concordia College.  The North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station and NDSU Extension Service are integral parts of the University.

(7)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters Course Review:
February 27, 2003 -- Reviewed the new drafts of Session 1, "Thinking About Disasters:  Course Overview" by Dr. Elaine Enarson of Metropolitan State University, Denver, and Session 2, "Development of Vulnerability Analysis" by Dr. Ben Wisner of Oberlin College, Ohio, and provided review comments to the authors.

(8)  University of New Mexico:
February 27, 2003 -- Talked with Dr, Terry Yates, UNM Vice President, concerning a press release dated February 19 on a new partnership between UNM and Sandia National Laboratories involving, among other things, "a new office for policy, security and technology" which is to focus on such areas as "weapons of mass destruction, arms control, terrorism and homeland security, the environment, energy, critical resources, borders and regional issues such as water scarcity."  In that one advertised venue for these efforts is the development of "curricula aimed at business leaders, government officials and students on such topics as homeland security..." I wanted to acquaint Dr. Yates and UNM faculty with the EM HiEd Project and some if its resources.  For further information, Dr. Yates can be reached at:  vpr@unm.edu.
