Jan 13-24, 2003 FEMA Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Coastal Hazards Management Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
January 24, 2003 -- Received note from David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, co-course developer with Tim Beatley at the University of Virginia -- stating that the development of draft course materials for this new project (contracted in September 2002) have gotten off to a slow start, but that the first batch of course sessions will be dispatched in mid February.  For further information on this project, David Brower can be reached at:  brower@email.unc.edu.

(2)  College of Lake County Community College, Grayslake,  IL  :
January 13, 2003 -- Talked with Robert Schenck, Jr., Department of Criminal Justice, who requested a copy of the Associate Degree-level CD ROM of EMI developed training courses.  Taught an Introduction to Emergency Management course last Spring Semester to an audience of Criminal Justice, Social Services and private sector students which was well received.  Mr. Schenck noted that a CLC Vice President is interested in investigating the development of an emergency management certificate program.  Mr. Schenck also noted that he would let us know what happens with this investigation and would provide us a copy of his syllabus from last semester to add to our Syllabi Compilation on the HiEd website.

January 16, 2003 -- Robert Schenck emails to note that a meeting took place on the 15th with the CLC CC Assistant Vice President for Educational Affairs, Carole Bulakowski, who was "quite receptive to the idea of starting a program."  Noted that the next step is to "do a survey of the district to see how the public and private sectors feel about the program."  For further information Mr. Schenck can be reached at:  rjschenck@calcon.net.

(3)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD, Announcement:
January 24, 2003 -- Preparing announcements for the 6th annual HiEd Conference to colleges and universities that either have in-place, or are developing or investigating the development of emergency management or disaster studies programs on their campuses.  Should be able to finalize and start mailing early next week.  Will post to the EM HiEd Project website as well.  Have received many recommendations for conference topics and sessions.  Will soon be drafting a conference agenda and distributing to the Announcement list and posting on the EM HiEd website.

(4)  Hazards Risk Management Course Development Project:
January 16, 2003 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Greg Shaw of George Washington University, Session 5, "Private Sector Hazards Risk Management."

(5)  Istanbul Technical University, Turkey:
January 14-18, 2003 -- Attended "Kocaeli '99 Emergency Management Conference" at ITU.  Chaired Session 1 Panel on State and Legal Aspects of Emergency Management on January 16 and delivered a presentation on "The Role of U.S. Colleges and Universities in Disaster Reduction," during Session 4:  Education, on January 17th.  ITU began a Masters in Disaster & Emergency Management Degree Program in 2002 -- through its relatively new Center of Excellence for Disaster Management.  Additional information on the ITU  Masters Degree Program can be obtained at:  http://www.aym.itu.edu.tr

(6)  Deleted [Blanchard, Wayne]  

(7)  Natural Hazards Center 28th Annual Hazards Research and Applications Workshop, July 13-16, 2003, Boulder, CO:
January 25, 2003 -- Received note from Natural Hazards Center co-director, Many Fran Myers, seeking suggestions for session topics and speakers for this summers annual conference.  Provided two topic recommendations:  (1) "Designing Educational Opportunities for the Hazards Manager of the 21st Century," and (2) "The Role of Colleges and Universities in Disaster Reduction."  For additional information, Mary Fran can be reached at Myersmf@Colorado.edu.

(8)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation -- Breaking The Disaster Life Cycle, Graduate Course Development Project:
January 23, 2003 -- Communicated with course developer, Dr. David Godschalk, Department of Urban and Regional Planning, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, on the State's approval of a new UNC College System Disaster Center.  Dr. Godschalk noted that course materials development is on schedule and that another batch of course sessions to review will be delivered in February.  This course is scheduled for completion this summer.

(9)  Onondaga Community College, NY:
January 13, 2003 -- Noted last week that Onondaga CC in central New York is developing an Associate Degree in Emergency Management.  Talked today with Assistant to the OCC President, Larry Reader, who notes that a proposal to develop an Applied Science Associate Degree (AAD) in Emergency Management proposal has been developed and forwarded to the OCC Curriculum Committee -- which is expected to act favorably on this proposal on February 7th.  The proposal then goes to the full OCC faculty, then to the OCC Board of Trustees, and finally to the State University of New York (SUNY) for approval -- OCC is part of the SUNY system.  A Program Announcement on the development of the EM AAD has already been forwarded to SUNY.  Serious problems are not anticipated in this approval process.  if all goes as anticipated, the program will be approved, developed and ready for implementation, Spring Semester 2004.  It is planned that the program will start as class-room based courses and would soon expand to distance learning and class-room courses.  This initiative grew out of existing activities within the OCC Public Safety Training Center which provides training classes in a range of emergency services, ICS, terrorism and emergency management areas.  The point of contact for this program is Richard Flanagan, the Director of the Public Safety Training Center and Chair of the Department of Public Safety.  For additional information he can be reached at:  flanaganr@sunyocc.edu.

(10)  San Antonio Community College:

January 13, 2002 -- Received news from James Richardson, Chair of the Protective Services Department, that the school's proposal to develop an Associates of Applied Science in Emergency Management Administration Program has been approved by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.  "We are ready to go and can enroll students for the Spring Semester...Our program is now active."  This new AD will require 72 credit hours to complete with 33 credits coming from general core courses, 21 from technical courses and 3 from an elective.  For further information, James Richardson can be reached at:  frichard@accd.edu.

(11)  Social Dimensions of Disaster Course Revision Project:
January 13, 2003 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek of the University of Denver, Session 6, "All-Hazards Emergency Management."

January 21, 2003 -- Received for review Session 7, "Disaster Mythology."

January 23, 2003 -- Received for review Session 8, "Sources of Disaster Myth."

(12)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Emergency Management Course Development Project:
January 17, 2003 -- Receive for review from lead course developer, Dr. Elaine Enarson, Metropolitan State University, Denver, six 2nd draft course sessions by Dr. Ben Wisner:  

Session 2, "Introduction to Vulnerability Analysis"

Session 3, "World Views, Values, and Political Dimensions" 

Session 4, "The Social Construction of Disaster:  Historical Root Causes"

Session 38, "Strategies for Building Disaster-Resilient Communities:  Sustainability and Sustainable Development"

Session 39, "Strategies for Building Disaster-Resilient Communities:  Risk Reduction and Sustainability in the Third World"

Session 40, "Strategies for Building Disaster-Resilient Communities:  Risk Reduction and Sustainability in the First World"

(13)  Sonoma  State University, Rohnert Park, CA:
January 24, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Craig Zachlod, who has drafted a proposal for the establishment of an Institute for Disaster Management, Terrorism, and Humanitarian Response at SSU.  This proposal has been submitted to and approved by the Dean of the School of Continuing Education.  Next week a meeting will be held in the next step of the approval process.  If approved, the proposal contemplates the development of a "Leadership in Disaster Management Certificate Program," to consist of 18 units (courses would be either 2 or 3 unit courses).  Dr. Zachlod is optimistic that the proposal will make it through the approval process and that classes can be taught the Fall Semester of 2003.  Agreed to provide copies of our AD and BA CD ROMS and noted the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here at EMI, June 4-5.  Dr. Zachlod noted that he would communicate with us again next week concerning the outcome of the scheduled meeting on this proposal.  For further information, Dr. Zachlod can be reached at:  czachlod@pacbell.net.

(14)  University of Buffalo (SUNY):
January 13, 2003 -- Received from Professor Ernest Sternberg a copy of his syllabus for a new course within the Department of Urban and Regional Planning, entitled "Urban Hazards and Disasters:  An Introduction to Disaster Planning."  This course will be offered at the senior undergraduate level.  The syllabus will be placed within the Syllabi Compilation on the EM HiEd Project website.  For further information, Dr. Sternberg can be reached at:  ezs@ap.buffalo.edu

(15)  University of Maine at Fort Kent:
January 21, 2003 -- Received news from Professor Allen Shoaff that UMFK has a BS degree program entitled "Rural Public Safety Administration" which "includes courses related to Disaster Management and other Emergency Management issues."  Seeking additional information.  Professor Shoaff can be reached at:  ashoaff@maine.edu.

(16)  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill:
January 13, 2003 -- Receive email from Dr. Jim Porto, Director, Executive's Master's Program, noting that the school has implemented a graduate-level professional "Community Preparedness and Disaster Management Certificate Program" the past week -- out of the Department of Health Policy and Administration.  There are 34 students in the first course -- offered via distance learning.  The Certificate will consist of 4 courses and can be applied toward any UNC-Chapel Hill graduate or undergraduate degree.  From Dr. Porto's description of this new certificate:

"The Certificate Program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management provides community leaders in public health, health services, and emergency management with the opportunity to enhance their knowledge of management systems used to prepare for, and respond to natural and man-made disasters, including terrorism.  Four courses will be offered during 2003 covering the administrative structures of disaster management at the federal, state, and local levels; the science of disasters; methods to plan for and to analyze disasters; and planning and implementation of disaster management programs.  These graduate-level courses will provide an overview of the entire disaster management system and will focus on specific issues that identify the strengths and weaknesses of the current system.  Two major goals of the courses are to engage students' creative processes to facilitate the development and refinement of systems that will work in the community, and to help develop a common conceptual understanding of the issues facing disaster management in order to produce a more coordinated, regional response to an event.  Students will learn by participating and doing rather than by memorizing.

During the year students will spend a total of eight days on campus... Each of the four 13-week courses will begin on campus with a one-day introductory lecture/discussion followed by eleven weeks of distance learning in the community, and concluding with a second one-day session on campus that may include case presentations, lectures or examinations.  On the day following the conclusion of one course, a new course will begin with a one-day introductory lecture and discussion.  Thus, students will be on-campus for two days (Friday thru Saturday) every 13 weeks."

The courses to be offered are:

Community and Public Health Security

Community and Public Health Disasters

Analytic Methods

Planning and Implementation

For further information, Dr. Porto can be reached at:  jim_porto@unc.edu.  (This makes for the 4th new emergency management program to become operational in 2003.  I am aware of one other program which has been approved but will not become operational until later in the year (Fall Semester).  Last year 16 new programs were implemented and 4 closed.)  

(17)  University of Texas at Dallas:
January 24, 2003 -- Receive email from Dorothy Miller, Program Coordinator for the development of a new graduate Certificate in Emergency Management at UTD -- noting that the Dean of the School of Management at UTD last week approved a proposal to develop this certificate and that momentum is gaining.  The proposal calls for the development of eight courses, and Ms. Miller is now looking for potential instructors.  Ms. Miller is hopeful that the first contemplated course, "Practice and Principles of Emergency Management" can be offered during the Summer Semester, 2003.  For more information, Ms. Miller can be reached at:  dorothy@utdallas.edu.

(18)  Western Carolina University:

January 13, 2003 -- Received request from Bernard Dougherty to post an advertisement for a new faculty position at WCU within the new BS in Emergency Management Program -- which has been approved and is scheduled for first classes Fall Semester 2003:

The Department of Criminal Justice invites applications for a 9-month, tenure track position of assistant/associate professor of emergency management, effective fall 2003. Emergency management is a newly approved undergraduate program, and the successful candidate will actively participate in developing the curriculum. Strong candidates will possess a master's degree in a related field, with a doctoral degree preferred. Possession of Certified Emergency Manager designation desirable. Previous relevant emergency management experience and effective communications skills are required, with prior teaching experience highly desirable.  

Western Carolina University is located in the picturesque Cullowhee Valley, between the Great Smoky and Blue Ridge mountains. Applicants should send a letter of interest, a curriculum vitae, and three letters of reference to: EMGT Search Committee, Department of Criminal Justice, Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC 28723. Review of applications will begin on March 1 and continue until the position is filled. For more information about the department, see

http://www.wcu.edu/aps/cj/index.htm.

