
ICS Organizational Terminology





Common terminology is a key ICS principle.  The following organizational terminology is used in ICS.





Term�
Definition�
�
Section�
The organizational level with responsibility for a major functional area of the incident.  Sections are organizationally between Branches and the Incident Commander.�
�
Division�
The organizational level having responsibility for operations within a defined geographic area. The Division level is organizationally between the Branch and Task Forces/Strike Teams level. �
�
Branch�
The organizational level having functional or geographic responsibility for major parts of incident operations.  The Incident Commander may establish geographic Branches to resolve span-of-control issues—or may establish functional Branches to manage specific functions (e.g., law enforcement, fire, emergency medical, etc.).  The Branch level is organizationally between Section and Division/Group in the Operations Section, and between Section and Units in the Logistics Section�
�
Group�
The organizational level having responsibility for specified functional assignments at an incident (e.g., perimeter control, evacuation, fire suppression, etc.).  The Group level is organizationally between Branches (when activated) and Resources in the Operations Section.�
�
Strike Team�
A group of resources of the same size and type (e.g., three drug K-9 teams, five patrol units, etc.).�
�
Task Force�
A combination of single resources assembled for a particular tactical need with common communications and a leader.�
�
Unit�
The organizational element having functional responsibility for a specific incident planning, logistics, or finance activity.�
�
Single Resources�
An individual, a piece of equipment and its personnel complement, or a crew or team of individuals with an identified work supervisor that can be used at an incident.�
�









