University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health

Description of BCHS 2579 Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Response – 2 credits

What public health functions must be carried out during an emergency?  How can public health agencies best integrate with a community’s emergency management system?  What can each public health discipline contribute to strengthening public health infrastructure?  This course will cover both theory and practice of emergency management, with guest speakers who are practitioners in community agencies.  Topics will include the incident command system, the role of federal government, emergency surveillance and information systems, mental health issues, worker safety, and training and evaluation as they apply to public health providers.  An all-hazards approach will explore responses to natural (hurricanes, earthquakes) and technological disasters (chemical spills, transportation crashes) as well as terrorism.

Faculty:

Gail S. Cairns, MA, MPH

Visiting Assistant Professor of Public Health, Behavioral and Community Health Sciences (formerly with New York City Department of Health)

J. David Piposzar, MPH

Visiting Assistant Professor of Public Health, Environmental and Occupational Health (formerly with the Allegheny County Health Department)

Spring 2003

Mondays – 4:00 – 5:30PM

For more information, call Ms. Cairns or Mr. Piposzar at 412-383-2400.

This course was developed and is supported by the University of Pittsburgh Center for Public Health Practice and the Center for Public Health Preparedness.

