
Multidisciplinary Matrix: 
Traditional Social Science Disciplines 

 
Discipline Representative 

Scholars 
Illustrative 
Research Questions 

Political 
Science 

Peter May 
Richard Sylves 

What political factors have patterned 
differential community implementation 
of flood mitigation programs? 

Economics Howard Kunreuther 
Robert J. Roth, Sr. 
Douglas C. Dacy 
Mark Skidmore 
Hideki Toya 

What are the cost-benefit ratios of 
alternative flood mitigation programs? 

Anthropology Anthony Oliver-Smith 
Anthony F.C. Wallace 
Susanna M. Hoffman 

What types of cultural adaptations have 
strengthened community resilience to 
flood disaster? 

Geography James K. Mitchell 
Gilbert F. White 
Ian Burton 
Robert W. Kates 
Kirstin Dow 
Susan Cutter 

How do public perceptions in urban and 
rural communities differ regarding the 
use of flood-prone lands? 

Psychology Bonnie L. Green 
Elizabeth M. Ginexi 
Karen Weihs 
Samuel J. Simmens 
Danny R. Hoyt 

What are the long-term mental health 
consequences of flood disasters? 

History David McComb 
Michael Barkun 

What has been the history of flood events 
in semi-arid locales? 
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