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In the last ten years, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) have slowly
crept their way into the everyday methodological discourse in areas such as
geography, urban planning, and emergency management. However, GIS has
~ yet to be integrated into social science research on disaster. This paper uses
examples of GIS use in emergency management to help inform the future
direction of GIS use in disaster research. While computers and software and,
for that matter, data are vital 1o the development of an effective sysiem, more
important are researchers who can generate theory-based uses for the
technology that offer new understandings of disaster phenomena. Only
through research teams that include both researchers (idea generators) and
technicians (idea “implementers") can GIS be effectively used in disaster
research.

A little less than a year after Hurricane Andrew (1992), I had the unique
é‘:' pportunity to work on the ground floor of the implementation of the
: al Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) use of Geographic

_* “Chnology, it is only in the last five to ten years that it has become part of
M€ everyday discourse in geography, urban planning, and emergency

Science research in disaster specifically.

- When I was first asked to contribute to this special edition, I was
*Onvinced that I could separate the issues of GIS in disaster research and
YIS in emergency/hazard management. As I continue to think about the
“Hture of GIS use in disaster research, however, 1 realize that to a large







