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I. Lesson One:
Public Policy in the American Federal System – An overview

	TO DO
	TO KNOW
	Visuals/Handouts
	Readings

	Explain the division of public policy decisions in the American federal system
	The roles and responsibilities of the federal, state, county, and local governments as well as special districts (i.e., drainage, irrigation, and levee districts) and land owners.
	
	

	Explain the use of mandates and their effect on water management.
	Why some policies have a greater impact than others.

The difference between funded and unfunded mandates.
	
	

	Compare water laws east and west of the Mississippi River.
	The role of public policy when water is considered relatively abundant and relatively scarce
	
	

	Identify how physical and biological systems have affected public policy. 
	The role of science in creating water policies.
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II. Lesson Two:
Federal Polices

	TO DO
	TO KNOW
	Visuals/Handouts
	Readings

	Identify the major players in determining water policies.
	The role and goals of Army Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, FEMA, EPA, HUD, Department of Interior, Department of Agriculture, and Congressional Committees.
	
	

	Identify what constitutes “clean water.”
	The details of the Clean Water Act and its impact on water management.
	
	

	Identify what constitutes an “endangered species.”
	The details of the Endangered Species Act and its impact on water management.
	
	

	Identify what determines flood risk and expected losses from floods.
	The details of the National Flood Insurance Act and its impact on human encroachment in the floodplain.
	
	

	Compare the management of navigable and non-navigable waterways.
	How the interpretation of the federal constitution has influenced water policies.
	
	

	Identify what constitutes water projects being considered “pork.”
	How water projects can be devised for local self interest.
	
	

	Determine how the sum of federal laws are implemented in local jurisdictions.
	How federal laws translate into operational actions at the local level.
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III. Lesson Three:
State Policies

	TO DO
	TO KNOW
	Visuals/Handouts
	Readings

	Identify the major players in determining water policies.
	The role and goals of the governor, Departments of Natural Resources or Environment, Health, Community Affairs or Housing, and Planning, and the Emergency Management Office.
	
	

	Explain why and how states operate together to manage interstate rivers
	The roles and responsibilities of multi-state river commissions.
	
	

	Specify the roles of states in implementing federal laws and policies.
	How federal mandates impact state government.
	
	

	Specify the roles of states to encourage local government implementation of water policies and laws.
	How states can encourage and assist local governments in implementing water policies and laws.
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IV. Lesson Four:
Local Polices

	TO DO
	TO KNOW
	Visuals/Handouts
	Readings

	Identify the major players in determining water policies.
	The roles and goals of the mayor, city council, Departments of Building and Safety, Planning, Housing, Health,  Public Works, and Emergency Management.
	
	

	Explain what characterizes a successful local water policy.
	The determinants of successful local programs.
	
	

	Explain how local governments implement mandates.
	The role of the budgetary process in allocating resources to water programs.

How tradeoffs are made to implement competing programs.
	
	

	Explain how citizen participation affects local programs.
	The roles and responsibilities of citizens in local programs.
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V. Lesson Five:
Special Districts and Landowners

	TO DO
	TO KNOW
	Visuals/Handouts
	Readings

	Explain the reasons for special districts.
	The history and logic behind the creation of special districts (i.e., drainage, irrigation, and levee districts).
	
	

	Explain what decisions special districts make and how these impact overall water policies.
	The impact of quasi-governmental bodies decisions on water policies.
	
	

	Explain the rights of landowners and their impact on water policies, including “takings” or the implementation of eminent domain.
	The differences between public and private rights and responsibilities and the consequences of public decisions on private property.
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VI. Lesson Six:
Policy Integration (exercise/discussion/evaluation)

	TO DO
	TO KNOW
	Visuals/Handouts
	Readings

	Integrate the material from the previous five sessions.
	How different government agencies determine and implement water policies.  (Presentation of group papers on a local policy.)
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VII. Lesson Seven:
Open Session

	TO DO
	TO KNOW
	Visuals/Handouts
	Readings

	Session set aside for discussion.


	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


PAGE  
1
Course Working Title:  Floodplain Management
Module V:  Policy History

