November 24-26, 2003 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Arkansas Tech University:
November 24, 2003 -- Received from Dean Mary Ann Rollans a vacancy announcement for a teaching position in the ATU Emergency Management Bachelor Degree Program for posting on the new EM Faculty Positions section of the EM HiEd website.

(2)  Bioterrorism Threat Report:
November 24, 2003 -- Came across a two page item produced by the Office of Transnational Issues, Central Intelligence Agency, dated November 3, 2003, entitled "The Darker Bioweapons Future."  Quoting from the report:

"A panel of life science experts convened for the Strategic Assessments Group by the National Academy of Sciences concluded that advances in biotechnology, coupled with the difficulty in detecting nefarious biological activity, have the potential to create a much more dangerous biological warfare (BW) threat.  The panel noted:

· The effects of some of these engineered biological agents could be worse than any disease known to man.

· The genomic revolution is pushing biotechnology into an explosive growth phase.  Panelists asserted that the resulting wave front of knowledge will evolve rapidly and be so broad, complex, and widely available to the public that traditional intelligence means for monitoring WMD development could prove inadequate to deal with the threat from these advanced biological weapons....

According to experts, the biotechnology underlying the development of advanced biological agents is likely to advance very rapidly, causing a diverse and elusive threat spectrum.  The resulting diversity of new BW agents could enable such a broad range of attack scenarios that it would be virtually impossible to anticipate and defend against..."

Comments and queries "are welcome and may be directed to the Chief, Strategic Assessments Group, OTI, on (703) 874-0527."

(3)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
November 25, 2003 -- Received new course outline from principal course developer, David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill -- reflective of changes made in a reorganization of the course development team.  Am arranging to have the outline posted on the EM HiEd Project website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it can be accessed in a few days.

(4)  Council of Europe Interest In "Emergency Management" Higher Education:  
November 25, 2003 -- Talked with Isabelle de Montagu, President, Atlantek, Inc., upon her return from a recent Council of Europe seminar in Paris on the development of a "Local Government Risk Management" Masters Degree Program sponsored by the Council, where she discussed the FEMA EM HiEd Project and a congruence with Council of Europe interests in disaster loss reduction and the encouragement of an expansion of the treatment of hazards, disasters and "emergency management" by European colleges and universities.  We discussed extending an invitation to the Council of Europe to send a representative to the June 8-10, 2004 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here at EMI.   Ms Montagu noted that she will going back in December for another Council meeting and will see if she can come up with some points of contact at European Universities where additional representation can be solicited.  Arranged for a meeting here at EMI next week prior to her departure.

(5)  Earthquake Hazards Management Course:
November 24, 2003 -- Received note indicating that the course developer, Dr. James Martin, Virginia Tech, anticipates delivering a complete draft of this course for review by December 12.  In that the project terminates on December 31st, Dr. Martin will soon initiate a request for a no-cost time extension to take the project through a several month course review and modification process.

(6)  Floodplain Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
November 26, 2003 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Bob Freitag, University of Washington, outlines of the six modules identified at last month's focus group meeting which will frame the development of course sessions.

Module One -- Introduction 

1.
Course Introduction 

a)
      Goals and Themes of the Course

b)
Requirements and Grading 

c)
Course Organization 

d)
Exercises and Projects

Module Two -- Stream Systems on Dynamic Earth

2.
      Effects of Tectonics, Geology, and Glaciation on Stream Systems-The Production of Sediment

3.
Meteorological Framework -The Production of Water

4.
Fundamentals of Stream Behavior

5.
In-Channel and Out-Of-Channel Processes

6.
River Corridor Management

7.
Class Project (Exercise/evaluation/discussion)

Module Three -- Biological Landscape: The River as Habitat

8.
      Introduction to Ecological Principles and Ecoregions 

9.
Stream and River Ecology

10.
Water Quality

11.
The Effects of Land Use/Land Cover Changes on Stream Ecology

12.
Management and restoration of river corridors and floodplains

13.
Perform analysis of the ecosystem of the watershed to determine water needs of living organisms. (Exercise,         

            evaluation, discussion)

14.
Mid-term Exam (or review discussion) 

Module Four -- Risks to Human Settlements (river corridors as hazards)

15.
      What is a Hazard?

16.
What is Risk?

17.
Floodplain Management

18.
Mitigating Flood Losses 

19.
Mitigation Programs

20.
The Many Faces of Floods (Exercise/evaluation/discussion)

Module Five -- Policy History (Rivers as a Legal Battleground)

21.
      Public Policy in the American Federal System-An Overview 

22.
Federal Policies

23.
State Policies

24.
Local Policies

25.
Special Districts and Landowners 

26.
Policy Integration (Exercise/Evaluation/Discussion).

27.
In-class Final Exam (or Review and Discussion)

Module Six -- Final course project: (Exercise/discussion evaluation)

28.
      Introduction of Case Study Problem and Team Exercise

29.
Team Presentations 

30.
Team Presentations
(7)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
November 25, 2003 -- Communicated with lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, LSU, concerning the status of our production of micro purchase work orders to reimburse the travel expenses of those he has identified for a Focus Group meeting to kick this course development project off -- December 8-9 at EMI.  We have 14 dorm rooms available and more than 14 potential focus group members and less funding than would be required to bring everyone identified in.  Being slowed down by recent administrative changes in the process that recipients have to go through in order to be covered by a micro purchase work order.  Getting the paperwork out as fast as we can.

(8)  Norwich University, Northfield, VT:
November 24, 2003 -- Received email from Franklin Platt, adjunct faculty at Norwich, who notes that he is in the process of developing a graduate-level Certificate Program in Homeland Security, which he hopes to have up and running in March, 2004.  

"What Norwich is trying to teach is a comprehensive and consistent security planning and management methodology used by both government and industry.  Our target audience is management and directors in both the private and public sectors who are concerned with or responsible for security."  

Asked for, and we provided, the CD ROM of EMI Emergency Management training courses.  For additional information, Franklin Platt can be reached at:  fplatt@ncia.net.

(9)  Santa Fe Community College, NM:
November 25, 2003 -- Talked with Kathleen Gygi, College/Career Access Coordinator, concerning her investigation into the development of an AAS in Emergency Management and Planning degree program at SFCC.  Providing copies of our CD ROMs and Training Course Catalog and discussed several items on the EM HiEd Project website which might be of use.  In that the SFCC Administration is in favor of this new degree and there seems to be a fair amount of community support, Ms Gygi was fairly optimistic that her investigation would lead to the development of a new EM AAD.  Asked her to pencil in the dates June 8-10, 2004 for the next EM HiEd Conference and consider attending.

(10)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Revision Project:
November 24, 2003 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek, Session 33, "Implementing Emergency Management Information Technology," Session 34, "Disaster Mitigation Exercise," and Session 35, "Exercise Analysis."

(11)  Survey of Colleges and Universities With Hazard, Disaster, Emergency Management Programs:
November 25, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Hank Fischer, Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Millersville University of Pennsylvania, and Director of the Millersville University Center for Disaster Research and Education, concerning the status of a project he and one of his students are working on, with the support of the EM HiEd Project, to survey the 100+ colleges and universities with hazard, disaster and emergency management type programs on issues such as the status and health of their programs, issues, needs, etc.  Modifications have been made to a survey instrument designed and administered by the EM HiEd Project in 1999 and labels have been produced for a mailing of the instrument.  Dr. Fischer will be forwarding a draft of the new and improved document to us shortly and will shortly thereafter start distributing the survey instrument -- just in time for the holidays.  For additional information, Dr. Fischer can be reached at:  Hank.Fischer@millersville.edu.

(12)  University of Delaware:
November 24, 2003 -- Received from Dr. Joanne Nigg, Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice, and member of the Disaster Research Center, additional information concerning their recently approved proposal to develop an undergraduate "Concentration in Emergency and Environmental Management."  From the proposal:

A new concentration in “Emergency and Environmental Management” is being proposed to provide an additional opportunity for Sociology majors (as well as students from other social and environmental science disciplines) to obtain knowledge as well as future career experience in two rapidly growing fields in both the public and private sectors-Emergency Management and Environmental Management.  

An undergraduate concentration in Emergency and Environmental Management is proposed to build on one of the three primary areas of expertise identified in 1998 by the faculty in the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice-Disaster Research.... While the department’s graduate program has emphasized this area for many years, the department now has a large enough number of faculty with expertise in the disaster field to also offer an undergraduate concentration in this area.

We believe that a concentration in the area of the management of natural, technological, environmental and purposive (i.e., terrorism) disasters will be particularly attractive to undergraduates at this time for two specific reasons.  First,  since the September 11, 2001  terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, there has been  increasing national concern about local, as well as national, capabilities of  preparing for and responding to catastrophic events of many types.... This concentration will demonstrate the University of Delaware’s responsiveness to this important national interest by providing students interested in rapid onset disasters (e.g., earthquakes, technological accidents, and terrorist activities) with  broad exposure to the social science literature on the management of such events including preparation for, response to, mitigation of and recovery from them.  Students with this interest would likely pursue a career in emergency or risk management, either in the public or private sector.

Second....environmental disasters (e.g., the toxic pollution of Love Canal in New York or the lead smelter pollution of East Dallas neighborhoods) have created situations that require management solutions that are, in some ways, similar to those of rapid onset disasters and different in others.  Students with an interest in environmental disasters could pursue careers as risk managers in the private sector or in regulatory governmental positions, as well as advocates for environmental groups.

Students would be required to (1) take three basic Sociology courses required of all Sociology majors. (2) two courses from the following:


Disaster and Society


Issues in Emergency Management


Environmental Sociology

There would also be course requirements from outside the Sociology Department and a Practicum.  Dr. Nigg will be the first coordinator of the new concentration.  For additional information she can be contacted at:  nigg@udel.edu.

(13)  University of New Orleans:
November 25, 2003 -- Communicated with Dr. John Kiefer, College of Urban and Public Affairs at UNO, concerning his successful initiative there to develop a four-course multidisciplinary Disaster Management Track within the existing UNO Master of Public Administration Program.  While all four courses have not been developed yet, plans are under way to develop them in time for students already taking the first course -- Disaster Management, being offered this semester -- to be able to take a course a semester and graduate with the Disaster Management Track.  Besides the Disaster Management course which "provides a general overview of U.S. disaster policy...and issues for public administrators," plans are to develop a "Geography of Hazards" course that would include the development of some GIS capability, to be designed and offered out of the Geography Department.  Third would be a Land-Use and Mitigation type course, to be offered out of the Urban and Regional Planning Department.  Lastly would be one of the rotating courses that Dr. John Pine at LSU has agreed to offer to UNO as well as LSU students each semester -- via distance learning -- starting next semester.  Dr. Kiefer noted that local popular demand drove the idea to develop this track and that he has 16 very enthusiastic students in his first offering at UNO of his Disaster Management course.  Sounds very promising and interesting.  For additional information, Dr. Kiefer can be reached at:  JKiefer@UNO.edu.

(14)  University of North Texas:
November 24, 2003 -- Received from Dr. David McEntire, Director of the Emergency Administration and Planning Program at UNT, a draft for review of a White Paper, which the EM HiEd Project commissioned, on "The Historical Development and Progress of the Emergency Administration and Planning Program."  Will eventually post this on the EM HiEd Project website as something instructive to others who have developed or wish to develop an emergency management program.

