Feb 23-27, 04 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  American Public University System -- New Masters Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management:
February 27, 2004 -- Received news from Dr. Bob Jaffin, Chair, Department of Public Sector and Critical Infrastructure Studies, at the American Public University System (American Public University, American Military University, and the American Community College), that approval was received last week to implement the proposed Masters in Emergency and Disaster Management.  Dr. Jaffin expects to receive approval in the near future to implement a proposed BA in Emergency and Disaster Management.  Dr. Jaffin also noted that 120 students are enrolled in the course that will comprise the new Masters in Emergency and Disaster Management and the awaited for BA program.  In addition approximately 400 students are enrolled in the APUS Homeland Security degree programs.  Will be drafting and posting a program description on the new Masters program shortly.  In the meantime, information can be found on the apus Web-site:  http://www.apus.edu.  Dr. Jaffin can be reached at:  bjaffin@apus.edu.

(2)  Competencies Section of the EM HiEd Project Web-Site:
February 24, 2004 -- Received from Craig Marks at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill a November 2002 document produced by the Columbia University School of Nursing Center for Health Policy, and supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine, entitled Bioterrorism & Emergency Readiness -- Competencies For All Public Health Workers.  After reviewing this 24-page document we decided it was very relevant to investigations of emergency management competencies, and thus forwarded it to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the "EM Competencies" section of the EM HiEd Project website -- where there is a collection of eight other documents on or related to EM Competencies, and a reference for a doctoral dissertation on EM Competencies.

(3)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, EMI, Emmitsburg, Maryland:

February 20, 2004 -- Talked with Carolyn Teich, American Association of Community Colleges, Washington, DC, concerning her previous offer to help with the June Conference.  She is still willing to help and volunteered to help organize now and facilitate at the conference the Breakout Session on Emergency Management Core Competencies (Associate Degree Level).  If the reader has suggestions or recommendations for Ms. Teich she can be reached at:  CTEICH@aacc.nche.edu.

February 23, 2004 -- Met with the EMI Webmaster to discuss preparations for the conference and the use of the website to facilitate conference preparations.  Provided a copies of the Conference Announcement, Conference Application, and Conference Topics document to be uploaded to the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference box at the top of the EM HiEd Project web-page -- where they are currently accessible.

February 23-27, 2004 -- Communicated several times with Dr. David McEntire, Co-Facilitator (along with Dr. Thomas Drabek), on the design of the Emergency Management Theory Breakout Session, and others, on the design of this session, or sessions .  We are discussing the advisability of seeking prepared papers from discipline representatives (sociology, political science, public administration, geography, environmental science, management, planning, anthropology).  If we were to go this route then the papers could be the starting point for the development of an edited book or a graduate-level course on emergency management theory. 

We also discussed the possibility of three non-competing breakout sessions devoted to disaster/emergency management theory:  (1) A session on emergency management theory per se (not theories borrowed from other disciplines), (2) Two back-to-back breakout sessions devoted to discussion of theories from other disciplines that should be incorporated into a Disaster/Emergency Management Theory graduate course or textbook.  We talked about two back-to-back sessions in that we believe there would be many more discipline representatives who would want to make a contribution than one session would allow.

Communicated with Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Department of Public Administration, Georgia State University, who has agreed to participate in the Theory activity.  Dr. Waugh intends to discuss organizational behavior theory as well as administrative and organizational theory.   Communicated, as well, with Dr. Richard Stuart Olson, Professor, Department of Political Science, Florida International University, concerning participation on the theory breakout session or sessions and he was agreeable.  Dr. Olson can be reached at:  olsonr@fiu.edu

Thoughts on this from interested parties?

February 23-26, 2004 -- Communicated with several potential participants for a "Future of Emergency Management" Panel or Breakout Session during the conference.  We are interested in suggestions.  On February 25th, Dr. William Waugh, Jr. of Georgia State University emailed to note that he would be interested in serving on such a panel, noting that he and Dr. Kathleen Tierney, Director of the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder, were jointly drafting Introductory and Concluding chapters for the new International City Managers Association "Green Book" on emergency management, addressing the future of emergency management.  In addition, Dr. Claire Rubin, Senior Research Scientist at George Washington University, agreed to serve on this panel.  Last Year Dr. Rubin wrote a paper on Emergency Management In The Future for the Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder.

February 23, 2004 -- Communicated with Jim Porto, Director, Executive Master's Programs, Health Policy and Administration, at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, concerning his proposal for time to discuss the formation of an Emergency Management "Think Tank."  For additional discussion, Jim Porto can be reached at:  jim_porto@unc.edu.

February 23, 2004 -- Communicated with Dr. John Pine of LSU, the lead developer for the recently contracted upper division college course on Hazards Mapping and Modeling.  Dr. Pine has graciously agreed to lead a conference Breakout Session on Hazards Mapping and Modeling.  For additional information, Dr. Pine can be reached at:  jpine@lsu.edu

February 25, 2004 -- Participated in a conference call with the FEMA Office of International Affairs for the purpose of providing background information on the EM HiEd Project and the upcoming HiEd Conference -- particularly the development of a Breakout Session (or perhaps even a theme) on International Disaster Management.  The IA Office has relationships with a number of countries and is interested in sharing information about the conference with contacts it has in these countries.  Forwarded additional information to assist in this information sharing effort.  Talked as well with Dr. Brenda Phillips, Jacksonville State University, who is leading the effort to design and develop an International Disaster Management Breakout Session or Theme, about issues such as travel funding problems for most potential international participants.  Dr. Phillips can be reached at:  brenda@jsucc.jsu.edu

February 25 & 27, 2004 -- Communicated with Jeffery Hartle, Coordinator of the Disaster and Emergency Management option area, Master's of Public Administration Degree Program, Park University, Kansas City, MO, about his interest in the Challenges of Maintaining and Growing Existing Emergency Management Programs Breakout Session.  We are discussing his level of interest -- designing and developing the session -- presenting during the session -- facilitating the session.  Jeffery Hartle can be reached at:  Jeffery.Hartle@pirate.park.edu.

February 26, 2004 -- Communicated with Dr. Derin Ural, Director of the Disaster Management Masters Degree Program at Istanbul Technical University on the subject of Accreditation of Disaster/Emergency Management Programs.  The subject of Accreditation has been planned for at the conference, though a decision has not yet been made as to the format -- a short presentation, a panel, a breakout session or a plenary session.  Dr. Ural raised an interesting perspective -- a discussion of international accreditation of disaster/emergency management collegiate programs.  Thoughts, suggestions, recommendations and volunteers are solicited.

February 26-27, 2004 -- Communicated with Kay Goss, CEM, Senior Advisor for Homeland Security, Business Continuity Planning, and Emergency Management Services (EMS), Electronic Data Systems Corporation (EDS), concerning her interest in helping design and develop the Private Sector Interests in "Emergency Management" Breakout Session at the conference.  Dr. Goss is working with the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the implementation of their new Graduate Certificate in Business Continuity Program.  Dr. Goss can be reached at:   kay.goss@eds.com

February 27, 2004 -- Communicated with one of the three Emergency Management Student Forum students who is organizing this panel presentation.  This graduate student is developing a website location to post a survey for emergency management students -- seeking views on their programs, perceived prospects, likes and dislikes, amongst other things.  The survey results will be presented at the conference.

February 27, 2004 -- Communicated with Bob Jaffin, Homeland Security Department Chair, American Public University System, and Coordinator for the Graduate Certificate in Emergency and Disaster Management.  Dr. Jaffin volunteered to take the lead in the design and development of the Distance Learning Breakout Session at the conference.  Anyone interesting in providing ideas, suggestions, possibly assisting, etc., should contact Dr. Jaffin at:   bjaffin@apus.edu

(4)  Film/Video Reference Document/DVD Project:
February 26, 2004 -- Drafted Statement of Work for a contract to develop an annotated listing of selected disaster-related films and videos (including on the DVD version clips/footage where possible), which could be used to support hazard/disaster/emergency management college courses and emergency management training classes, and began coordination and approval process -- management at EMI, Mitigation Division at FEMA HQ (which is partnering with us in the funding of this project), and the NETC Procurement Office.

(5)  Hazards, Disasters and U.S. Emergency Management:  An Introduction -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
February 23, 2004 -- Received copyright approval from Global Assurance, on behalf of Contingency Planning & Management magazine, to incorporate the article "The Marks of a Leader, by Robert C. Chandler, in the September/October 2001 issue of Contingency Planning & Management into the Reader which is being put together on the EM HiEd Project web-site to support this working draft course.  The article was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for scanning and upload to the Reader, which can be found on the EM HiEd Project web-site -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- "Hazards, Disasters and U.S. Emergency Management:  An Introduction" Working Draft course. 

(6)  Homeland Security-Related Training Courses CD ROM:

February 25, 2004 -- A Work Order was submitted to Admin. Support to produce a supply of "Homeland Security-Related Training Courses" CD ROMS.  The new CD ROMS, most pertinent to Associate Degree granting schools, should be available within a few days.  The EMI webmaster was asked to change the EM HiEd Web-site section "Training Courses to Support Associate Degrees in Emer.Mgmt." to "Training Courses to Support Associate Degrees in Emer.Mgmt. and Homeland Security."  A description of the FEMA Emergency Management Institute and National Fire Academy developed homeland security-related training courses which have been placed on the CD ROM will soon be found at this web-site location, along with ordering information -- by contacting the EM HiEd Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson at:  Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Amongst the courses found on this new CD ROM are several dealing with the Incident Command System, a Senior Officials Workshop on Terrorism, Terrorism Plan Annex Development, and Awareness Modules on Weapons of Mass Destruction.

(7)  International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Bulletin Article:
February 24, 2004 -- Was contacted by Karen Thompson, Editor, IAEM Bulletin, with a request to draft an article for an IAEM Bulletin Special Focus edition on "Emergency Management Education."  Drafted a short, approximately 700 word submission, forwarded to FEMA Public Affairs for approval, and on the 25th, having obtained approval, submitted to the IAEM Bulletin Editor.

(8)  Introduction To Emergency Management -- Textbook Development Project:
February 27, 2004 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University, Chapter 3, "Building An Effective Emergency Management Organization" (81 pages), and Chapter 7, "Disaster Myths, Demands and Citizen Emergency Response" (33 pages).  

(9)  Journal of Emergency Management:
February 23, 2004 -- Received today Volume, 2, No. 1, Winter 2004 issue of the JEM.  Have recommended before and recommend again getting a subscription.  In this issue is a thought-provoking editorial by Dr. William L. Waugh, the JEM Editor-in-Chief, on "The 'all-hazards' approach  must be continued."  Dr. Waugh writes:

The events of 9/11 created a watershed for the profession of emergency management.  In the post-9/11 world, the preoccupation with the threat of terrorism has changed political and administrative priorities.  Budget allocations for traditional emergency management programs have been subsumed in the larger allocations for Homeland Security, often with little assurance of the continuity of traditional programs.

The larger programs have subsumed emergency management functions as well.  Although local emergency managers are pleading for 'dual use' programs that will increase capacities for dealing with the more familiar natural and technological hazards and disasters and for funding of mitigation programs to reduce the growing dangers of natural disasters, the attention of national and state policy makers is elsewhere.

Also included, amongst other items, are:

"The Future of Emergency Management," by Jane Bullock and George Haddow

"An Overview of the 'New Emergency Management," by Robert O. Schneider

"Transition From Response to Recovery After the Lancaster, TX, Tornado:  An Empirical Description," by David M. Neal

JEM contact information is:  www.emergencyjournal.com, www.emergencymanagementjournal.com, jem@pnpco.com, (781) 899-2702.

(10)  North Carolina Community College System Emergency Management Initiatives:
February 24, 2004 -- The EM HiEd Project was copied on a message from Chuck Barham, Vice President for Economic and Workforce Development, North Carolina Community College System Office (Raleigh NC), to the Senior Continuing Education Administrators at all NC Community Colleges (of which there are 58), asking them to share the information being provided to them with "the continuing education and curriculum leaders at your college."  Referring to information received from Ed Kaplan, the manager of the National Fire Academy's Fire and Emergency Services Higher Education Project, and from the EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Project, Mr. Barham requested that each recipient "thoroughly review the materials and consider how, based on your local needs, segments of the information may be adapted to continuing education offerings."  (The EM HiEd Project has recently provided Mr. Barham with 70 sets of CD ROMs to support Associate Degree and Bachelor Degree programs.)  For additional information, Mr. Barham can be reached at:  barhamc@nccs.cc.nc.us.

(11)  Park University, Kansas City, MO:

February 23, 2004 -- Received news from Dr. Tom Gee, Hauptmann School of Public Affairs at Park University, that the proposal to develop and implement a "Disaster and Emergency Management Concentration" within the Master of Public Affairs program was approved and that classes have recently started.  For additional information on this new program consult the program description found on The College List of the EM HiEd Project web-page, Masters Level Programs section (where it will be moved from the Under Development section this week).  This development represents the 108th operational hazard, disaster, emergency management college program to be listed on The College List -- and the 25th at the Masters level.

(12)  University of Nevada at Las Vegas -- New Masters Degree in Crisis and Emergency Management:
February 27, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. Lee Bernick, Chair, Department of Public Administration, College of Urban Affairs, at UNLV, who informs us that approval has recently been received for the proposed Executive Masters Degree in Crisis and Emergency Management and for a new UNLV Institute for Security Studies.   A test-run of the new program is currently being run with 18 students and plans are for full implementation of the program with a cohort group to start on July 18, 2004.  This new Master’s Program is divided into three Modules.  Module 1 is on Emergency Management, Module 2 is devoted to Homeland Security, and the 3rd module consist of electives.  According to the UNLV web-site, this new program “is intended fro mid- to upper-level incident response managers and policy makers at the federal, state, and local level.  Private sector candidates must have a strong background in incident response, or be in a position that requires significant responsibility and governmental interface in this arena.”  Dr. Bernick is still working on a proposal for an Emergency Management Concentration within the UNLV  BS Public Administration.  This development makes for the 109th hazard, disaster, emergency management program in the U.S., and the 26th at the Masters level.  A description of this new program will soon be developed and posted to the Masters Level section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project web-site.  Until then additional information can be accessed at:  <http://edoutreach.unlv.edu/iss/master_program_index.html>.  In addition, Dr. Bernick can be reached at:  lee.bernick@ccmail.nevada.edu 

(13)  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill:
February 26, 2004 -- Received a fair amount of good news on developments at UNC Chapel Hill from Craig Marks, Director of the Community Preparedness and Disaster Management Program there.  From Craig's update:

It's official, we've expanded our certificate programs. We now have three.  There is the current Disaster Management program which will be offered each January and July. We now have added a Business Continuity program to be taught in October, and a Homeland Security variant to start next in April 2005....

Along with the CEM for the Disaster Management course, we are looking at collaborating with the credentialing agencies to provide the CBCP with the Business Continuity program and the CPP with the Homeland Security program.

We have filed our "Intent to Plan" notice with the UNC System and are knee deep in planning a Bachelor of Science in Disaster Management. While it will be in HPAA, within the School of Public Health, we see it as a stand-alone degree with an inter-disciplinary flavor. We are currently identifying courses from across campus, from Geology to Journalism, that meet the

educational requirements to reach the Disaster Management Competencies we feel are critical for an entry level professional in Disaster Management.  We see both a distance and residential audience for this program....

We have also filed the "Intent to Plan" for the Master's of Science in Disaster Management. This will be THE defining program for those desiring a leadership position in the Emergency Management world of the future.  Our core belief is that you gain individual job skills at the Associates (Community College) level, and gain a broad appreciation for the field at the Bachelor level. At the Master's level you specialize in one of three areas... Disaster Management, Business Continuity or Homeland Security. You

do some research, but are more interested in systems and how they interoperate (or fail to). A graduate from this program will be suited to be a Fire Chief, Police Chief, Supervisor or Department Head in Emergency Management, or a leader at FEMA or in the private sector. This program will be Distance.

The DrPH-DM is for those who want to teach, or for those who want to do research and provide the solutions to tomorrow's emerging issues. The 3-5 doctoral candidates we accept a year will be deeply committed to figuring out what the challenges are in the disaster response world, how to use finite resources to solve complex, technical and sometimes catastrophic problems, and serve at the highest levels of our government, the private sector, and in the educational community. This too will be a distance program....

The UNC-CH Provost has signed the consortium agreement between US Northern Command and UNC-CH, making us a charter member of the "Homeland Security/Defense Educational Consortium." Primarily, this sets us, and other member educational bodies, at the table with US Northern Command as they develop their homeland security strategy for protecting North America. Dr.

Porto and I participated in a research agenda development meeting in December at Peterson AFB in Colorado, HQ for USNORTHCOM. This alliance allows access for students to conduct research of interest to the Commander, and provides us military students into our program who have been assigned to this important, and new, command.

The 2+2 Consortium is a program between the NC Community College System and our program to provide educational opportunities in disaster management up to the BSDM level. It is in the final "word-smithing" process and should be

ready this week for signature. Currently, a community college student, following the "university transfer track" takes 64 college credits (22 course) which are already agreed upon by the UNC System for automatic transfer to the UNC. This program will allow students, following a prescribed course of study in Fire, EMS, Emergency Management or Criminal Justice to transfer as many as 75 credits to Carolina and complete their degree. Bottom line... do two years at a participating community college, have at least a 3.0 GPA, and you have a great shot at admission and completion of a distance or residential BSDM here at Carolina.

Finally, I am pleased to announce the first two courses have been announced for our growing program. Both work for either a BSDM or MSDM. They are: 

HPAA-115 - Terrorism and Community Preparedness - A series of guest speakers who will address various topics in the course title (1 Credit)

HPAA-116 - "The Military and the Homeland - Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow" - A 3 credit course looking at the evolution of military support and operations at home, and how that has changed post 9-11 and what the future may hold.  

For those who might want yet additional information, Craig Marks can be reached at:  marksc@email.unc.edu. 

(14)  Valparaiso University, IN:
February 27, 2004 -- An Activity Report reader alerted me to an article in the electronic Northwest Indiana News today, by Azure Collier, entitled "VU Students Evaluate Security Of Local Structures."  The article notes that 26 civil engineering students from Valparaiso are "evaluating buildings such as the Porter County Airport, the Porter County Courthouse and others to determine how to improve the structures' security [terrorism hazard].  The initiative is part of a civil engineering research project in professor Andy Longinow's senior design course."  Sounds like a very good idea that could be replicated elsewhere. The article can be accessed at:  
http://nwitimes.com/articles/2004/02/27/news/porter_county/79d957e47574701386256e47000824a8.txt
