Feb 17-20, 04 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Certified Emergency Manager Commission:
February 18, 2004 -- Participated in a conference call of CEM Commissioners on the subject of the proposal of Craig Marks, Director of the "Community Preparedness and Disaster Management Certificate Program," University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, School of Public Health, to establish a working relationship between the UNC program and the International Association of Emergency Managers and it's CEM Commission.  UNC proposes to develop a one credit-hour course to allow faculty (with CEM's) to mentor students through the CEM application process.  A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the UNC proposal.  For additional information on the CEM credential, Sharon Kelly at the IAEM can be reached at:  info@iaem.com.  For information on the UNC Chapel Hill program or proposal, Craig Marks can be reached at:  marksc@email.unc.edu.  Incidentally, Craig Marks will be speaking on this topic at the EM HiEd Conference in June.

(2)  Disaster Recovery Association Meeting:
February 19, 2004 -- Attended meeting of the Mid Atlantic Disaster Recovery Association, Inc., at the Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute Training Academy in College Park, MD.  On the agenda was a roundtable panel discussion with representatives from the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, the District of Columbia, Montgomery, Prince Georges, and Fairfax Counties, discussing what the local jurisdictions have done in the past in the area of Emergency Management, what they have learned from experiencing major storms and other disturbances of the last few years, their current preparedness, how they coordinate activities during an emergency, and their plans for the future of Emergency Management.  Talked briefly with MADRA President, Mike Slingluff, about MADRA assistance in identifying a local private sector contingency planner to join the Professional Emergency Manager Panel at the June 8-10 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference.  My impression is that the collegiate hazard, disaster, emergency management programs are fairly heavily weighted on the public sector side -- even though the private sector is the larger sector and hires more people into hazards, disasters, crisis, safety type positions.

(3)  Disaster-Related Business Failures:

February 19, 2004 -- While at the MADRA meeting, noted above, picked up a copy of the May/June 2003 issue of Continuity Insights (Vol. 1, No.3)  and read a side-bar on page 12 stating that, according to a University of Minnesota Disaster Study, 80% of companies "having an extended disaster...are out of business within five years..."  Will look for the University of Minnesota study and pass the source reference along if we find it.

(4)  Emergency Management Competencies:
February 18, 2004 -- Requested that the EMI webmaster add the following reference to the Emergency Management Competencies section of the EM HiEd Project website:

Bryant, Karen J.  A Study of the Relationship Between Competencies or Tasks and Their Frequency of Performance as Required by Emergency Administration and Management (A Thesis in Workforce Education and Development).  Pennsylvania State University, Graduate School, August 1997.  Available from UMI Dissertation Services. <http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissertations/>
(5)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD:
February 17, 2004 -- Talked with Emily DeMers, National Association of Emergency Managers, at the suggestion of Dr. Bill Waugh, Georgia State University, concerning her participation in the conference and delivery of a presentation she has developed on the NEMA Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP), and she readily accepted.  From the NEMA website, the following information on EMAP can be found:

The Emergency Management Accreditation Program is a voluntary accreditation process for the state and local programs responsible for preparing for and coordinating response to disasters, whether natural or human-caused. 
Accreditation is based on compliance with collaboratively developed national standards for emergency management programs, the EMAP Standard. 
Accreditation is a means of demonstrating, through program assessment, documentation and on-site assessment by an independent team of emergency managers, that a program meets national standards. 
Accreditation is open to state, territorial, and local government emergency management programs.
February 17, 2004 -- Communicated with a student who is enrolled in a graduate-level distance learning hazard, disaster, emergency management type program who would like to participate on the "Student Perspectives Panel."  Investigating.

February 18, 2004 -- Communicated with both Dr. David McEntire and Dr. Tom Drabek, co-facilitators of the Emergency Management Theory breakout session, on ways to get the ball rolling on this topic prior to the conference -- such as posting papers and collecting suggestions on applicable theories that could be applied to emergency management (e.g. adaptation, and vertical and horizontal integration) and posting those in an Emergency Management Theory Breakout Session box within a to-be-developed Conference Preparations section of the EM HiEd web site.  We are interested in seeing this topic develop to the point that a course development project could proceed.  Suggestions are welcome.  Dr. McEntire can be reached at:  mcentire@unt.edu.

February 18, 2004 -- Drafted Conference Announcement letter and arranged a meeting with the EMI Webmaster and staff for Monday February 24th to discuss the use of the EM HiEd Project web-site to facilitate and improve preparations for this year's conference.  Will post the Announcement Letter and Application Form on the EM HiEd Project website next week following the meeting with the Webmaster.

February 20, 2004 -- Ed Hecker at the Army Corps of Engineers, agreed to participate on the Professional Emergency Manager Panel.

February 20, 2004 -- A Request -- One of the recommendations made following last year's conference was to develop a breakout session "facilitated by experienced higher education faculty/administrators on issues such as student recruitment, marketing, curriculum development, instructional resources, faculty development, placement, and program assessment tools."  I would like to investigate this suggestion and if it develops into a breakout session, most probably schedule it to follow the breakout session on "Challenges Of New Emergency Management Programs."  (There will be, in addition, breakout sessions by school level on emergency management core competencies and on core curriculum.)  Would any reader who plans on attending the June 8-10, 2004 like to volunteer to work with me in developing and organizing a session along the lines noted above?  If so, please get in touch.

(6)  Film/Video Project:  
February 17, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Bill Waugh at Georgia State University, an annotated listing of films and videos which he uses in his hazard, disaster, emergency management related classes.  The plan here is to let a small contract this year for the production of a reference document on disaster films and videos that could be used in college hazard, disaster, emergency management courses.

(7)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division College Course -- Now Available:
February 17, 2004 -- The Emergency Management Higher Education Project is happy to announce that the upper division college course "Hazards Risk Management" is now available in its final form on the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Completed subsection.  This course was developed over the past two years at George Washington University by a team ably led by Greg Shaw at the Institute for Crisis, Emergency and Risk Management.  It is the 14th EM HiEd Project college course to be developed to support hazard, disaster, emergency management college programs and made available free-of-charge via the EM HiEd Project web-site.

(8)  Hazards Risk Management Book Project:
February 17, 2004 -- Communicated with Ed Hecker at the Corps of Engineers, who agreed to assist 50/50 in the funding for the development of a Hazards Risk Management book to support the recently completed Hazards Risk Management course -- probably a Case Studies book, though we are discussing a textbook.  We are in the process of making a final decision on the type of book we would like to see developed.  Following this, the COE will forward funding to FEMA, and I will draft a Statement of Work for a contract to be provided to the Procurement Office for advertisement and solicitation of proposals.  (The COE contributed 50% of the funding for the just completed Hazards Risk Management course, as well as 50% of the funding for the Introduction to Emergency Management textbook project.)

(9)  Homeland Security Related FEMA Training Courses CD ROM:
February 18, 2004 -- For those of you who follow my promises closely, you may remember that a bit more than two weeks ago I noted that the long-awaited Homeland Security CD Rom would be available in two weeks (that would have been Friday, February 13th).  Today we did receive three different design schemes for the CD and a CD ROM for review.  Picked one of the three schemes and discovered that three of the courses we wanted on the CD ROM were not present.  Now trying to find out what happened to two of them (that were forwarded).  The course manager for the third (the one we have been waiting on) has not provided the material yet and will not be back from travel until February 23rd.  Stay tuned.

(10)  Istanbul Technical University, Turkey:
February 18, 2004 -- Received announcement from Dr. Derin Ural, Director of the Center of Excellence for Disaster Management at Istanbul Technical University, that the "first graduation ceremony of our 'Disaster and Emergency Management' Masters Degree Program...[marking the graduation] of Turkey's first Professional Disaster Managers.." will be held on February 26, 2004 at the Earthquake and Structural Research Center at ITU.  FEMA and two US universities, Oklahoma State University and Texas A&M, have worked with ITU to help establish this program.  Congratulations can be emailed to Dr. Ural at:  derin@itu.edu.tr

(11)  Metropolitan College of New York:
February 17, 2004 -- Forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web-site, a copy of a Faculty Position open at Metropolitan College of New York within the Department of Public Administration, School for Public Affairs and Administration, for faculty "to fill full-time faculty positions to teach in the MPA in Emergency and Disaster Management program."   The announcement can be found in the EM Faculty Positions section.  There are seven other vacancy announcements within this section.

(12)  Natural Gas Shipping Hazard?:
February 16, 2004 -- For those of you who teach class sessions on an overview of U.S. hazards, you might want to check out The Associated Press story by Karen Testa entitled "Are natural gas ships 'boat bombs' for terror?"  Notes that Boston is one of the four U.S. terminals for large liquefied natural gas, and contested studies that "an attack by a missile or boat bomb on a tanker could spill half the cargo over the water, causing a catastrophic, searingly hot fire that would burn people and buildings a half-mile away."

(13)  Needs Assessment Tools:
February 13, 2004 -- Received (too late for last week's Activity Report) a copy of a two-page Needs Assessment Tool, from Dr. Craig Campbell, Director of the Public Safety Management Program at St. Edward's University in Austin Texas.  Forwarded this survey instrument to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Emergency Management Higher Education Project web-site -- Needs Assessment Tools section, where it is accessible.  Dr. Campbell's contact information can be found on the survey instrument.

(14)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation -- Graduate-Level Seminar Development Project:
February 17, 2004 -- Received a late review of this new draft course and forwarded to the seminar lead developer, Dr. David Godschalk, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Revisions are now being made and no other late reviews will be accepted.

(15)  Prepare American (for a Unified Response to Terrorism):
February 18, 2004 -- Received from Pam Whitlock, Gulf Coast Community College, Panama City, FL, on behalf of Dr. Ed Leach, Vice President of The League for Innovation in the Community College, a power point presentation and several documents relating to their Prepare America initiative "intended to place in service to the Office of Domestic Preparedness/DHS the nation's community colleges for purposes of preparedness training."  This initiative is sponsored by The League and the National Council for Continuing Education and Training, with support from the American Association of Community Colleges. According to the information received, Prepare American is working with community colleges in 34 states and seeks expansion into the other 16 and further within those states already represented.  A Prepare America "Vision" statement notes that community colleges support homeland security and emergency readiness by:

Providing first responder education and training;

Offering other homeland security and emergency preparedness programs and services;

Awarding portable credentials that document essential competencies; and

Recording and tracking training progress and reporting to appropriate agencies.

Called Ms. Whitelock and described the EM HiEd Project and web-site and offered to provide time at the EM HiEd Conference, June-8-10 to describe and discuss the Prepare America community college initiative.

For those seeking additional information, I forwarded the Power Point presentation to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web-site -- EM HiEd Articles, Papers and Presentations section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  Pam Whitelock, a co-chair of the Prepare American Task Force, can be reached at:  pwhitelock@gulfcoast.edu

(16)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Revision Project:
February 17, 2004 -- Continued to receive and process offers to review this newly revised college course.  This course was originally developed by Dr. Thomas Drabek, Sociology Department, University of Denver, in 1995-1996, and has now been updated and revised.  Reviewers are being asked to provide review comment by March 15th if possible, and no later than the end of March, if not possible.

(17)  Survey of Institutions of Higher Education With Hazard, Disaster, Emergency Management Educational Programs:
February 19, 2004 -- Dr. Hank Fischer, Director of the Center for Disaster Research & Education at Millersville University of Pennsylvania, emails to note that he has just finished mailing a survey instrument to all colleges and universities in the U.S. with in-place hazard, disaster, emergency management programs (degrees, certificates, concentrations and the like).  The purpose of this survey is "to obtain updated information on the current status of emergency management (and related) programs...currently being offered in the U.S."  I trust that if the reader is one of the recipients of this survey instrument to go ahead and fill it in now and send it back to Dr. Fischer.  We would like for Dr. Fischer to be able to analyze the results and prepare a presentation on his findings to deliver at the June 8-10 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here at EMI.  For additional information, Dr. Fischer can be reached at:  Hank.Fischer@millersville.edu

(18)  University of North Texas:
February 20, 2004 -- Receive note from Dr. David McEntire, Director of the Emergency Administration and Planning program at the University of North Texas, that the Department of Public Administration, which hosts the EADP program, is inviting applications for an anticipated  4th faculty position in the EADP program.  Have pasted in the position description below and will forward to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web-page -- EM Faculty Positions section -- where several other academic vacancy announcements are posted.

University of North Texas
Faculty Position in Emergency Administration

The Department of Public Administration invites applications for an anticipated tenure-track position in the undergraduate Emergency Administration and Planning (EADP) program.  The tenure-track appointment, subject to budget approval, is at the assistant professor level and begins September 1, 2004. Prospective candidates from any disaster-related discipline are encouraged to apply. The successful candidate must have research interests and professional qualifications in emergency management. Primary teaching responsibility is in the department=s undergraduate EADP program, although the successful candidate may also occasionally teach a graduate course in the emergency administration track in the department=s Master of Public Administration program. Preference will be given to candidates with a research and teaching interest in diverse populations in disasters. Candidates must hold an earned doctorate at the time the appointment begins.

To ensure full consideration, candidates should submit a letter of application, vita, and the names of at least three references. Review of completed files begins March 22 but applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  Applications should be mailed to EADP Faculty Search Committee, Department of Public Administration, P.O. Box 310617, Denton, TX 76203-0617.  Information about the EADP program may be obtained at www.scs.unt.edu/eadp/.

The University of North Texas, located in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, has 31,000 students.  In addition to the B.S. and M.P.A. degree programs, the Department of Public Administration sponsors the Center for Public Management with professional staff who provide continuing education opportunities to public managers, particularly in the fields of emergency management and public finance.  UNT is an affirmative action and equal opportunity employer; applications from women and ethnic minorities are especially encouraged.
(19)  Wildfire Hazard for 2004:
February 18, 2004 -- From DHS Today, the weekly Department of Homeland Security electronic newsletter, Vol. 2, No. 4, dated February 13, 2004, on a possible "devastating" wildfire season in 2004:

Four months after devastating fires spread across southern California, officials are warning that much of the West faces potential wildfire danger that threatens to exceed the records set two years ago. Conditions are fueled by persistent drought and by insect-infested timber that has killed off huge tracts of forest land.

Last year’s fire season, while not as severe as 2002 in terms of acres lost, still resulted in tremendous property damages and loss of life, most notably in Arizona and California, where FEMA responded to major wildfire disasters. In addition, the agency declared 46 Fire Management Assistance grants to help states and local communities with the cost of fighting wildland fires in 12 Western states. Many of those same states are now experiencing dry winters, following scant rainfall during summer and fall months. 

Below-average snow pack has also raised concerns that this year’s season may begin as early as March 1. Snow levels are an alarming 20 percent of normal in parts of Arizona and New Mexico. In Colorado, forecasters warn that Front Range snow pack is about half of normal for this time of year. A recent Denver Post editorial noted that wildfire forest management practices and water conservation rate at the top of public concerns region wide.

Adding to concerns, experts from multi-agency wildfire coordination centers in the Rocky Mountain and the Southwest regions agree in their preliminary 2004 outlook that the serious conditions are likely to persist, even with significant springtime precipitation.

FEMA’s Region VIII, in Denver, Colo., responsible for many Western States, is working with its local and state officials to promote wildfire mitigation measures. Officials are also encouraging homeowners to take steps now to reduce the “fire load” around their homes and consider making family disaster communication and evacuation plans
