


PUBLIC ASSISTANCE ISSUES ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS











Purpose:  The purpose of this activity is to develop strategies for handling a variety of issues that are related to Public Assistance programs.





Instructions:  Review the issue.  Complete the items that appear at the end of the issue description and attachments.








1.	Review the issue and attachments.





	Either individually or as a group, review the issue.  If you need additional information, ask the instructional staff.





2.	Complete the questions appearing at the end of the background information and attachments.





	Next, work as a team to develop responses.  You may record your responses on the question sheet.  Add any other comments you may have about how best to handle the issue.
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Your assignment is due in 15 minutes.  Be prepared to brief the remainder of the group on your recommended responses.





�



BACKGROUND INFORMATION














�All Saints Church





All Saints Church suffered substantial damage as a result of Hurricane Nancy.  The church runs a private, nonprofit school that also received some damage, as did the parsonage.





Pastor Austin Michaels applied to FEMA for an Individual and Family Grant, but was turned down because churches are not eligible.  The letter stated that damage to the school and the parsonage were eligible, however.  The pastor was told to apply to the SBA to cover damages to the church.





Issues:





The pastor says there is no need to apply to SBA because the church cannot afford even a 4 percent interest rate, and they have no collateral.





The pastor has contacted Congressman Waynesworth to solicit his assistance in obtaining help from FEMA and the State.





A newspaper article was written about the plight of the church and FEMA’s and the State’s “unwillingness” to help.
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ATTACHMENTS














To The Editor








Forgetting the Churches


�



Dear Editor:





	Disaster money is available for all kinds of things and all kinds of people, from welfare moms to kids in drug recovery, from public broadcasters to “artists” making a statement that few want to hear.  Yes, federal and state money is there for all.


	Except churches.


	Organized religion, the glue that holds many communities together, is off limits to the federal and state dole.  All Saints Church in downtown Ocean City, which was severely damaged in Hurricane Nancy, can’t get help from the Federal Emergency Management Agency or from the State of Columbia.


	I spoke with the Reverend Austin Michaels, pastor of the church, and he said, “FEMA and the State won’t even talk to us.  They did talk to us when they needed a shelter, but now when we need help, they aren’t there.” 


	All Saints Church is a nonprofit organization that offers a number of services to the community, whether they are members of the congregation or not.  Among those services is an alternative school for teens who are not succeeding in traditional public schools.  Other services include a hot-lunch program for the elderly, and the Bright Starts program, a before-school breakfast program for children from low-income families.  


	A state spokeswoman said churches usually don’t qualify for disaster relief.  It figures.








Ocean City Times





�


	In the petty posturing and officialese that inevitably follow the hero phase of a disaster, some ignore or gripe about the churches.  They complain that if the government steps in to help one church, it should help churches from all denominations.  Would this make the devastation across the eastern shore any easier to bear?  What makes this, and any disaster, easier to bear is the response from the churches.


	Where were the complaints about All Saints Church opening its doors to house families who were evacuated or displaced because of flooding?  Where were the complaints about the meals prepared and served in the church hall?  Where were the complaints as the church handed out clothing and personal items to those in need?  Authorities, including federal and state officials, turned to the churches during the hurricane, and turned away from the churches after the hurricane.  


	Synagogues, mosques, and even some cults joined in disaster relief.  Nearly everyone involved locally behaved with honor.  Organized religion plays a major role, as it always does, in the life of this city.  Christians stood out, primarily because there are a lot more of them here.


	Much good was said about this city’s spirituality in the wake of the disaster.  Now, for the federal and state governments to turn their backs on churches, All Saints Church in particular, is an abomination.





Roger Dunstead


Director, Christian Coalition of Columbia
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ATTACHMENTS

















Churches not eligible for repair funds





By VIRGINIA HAMILTON


Staff Writer





�
	The Reverend Austin Michaels said it’s hard for him to understand why church buildings that were damaged as a result of Hurricane Nancy aren’t eligible to receive money from the federal or state government.


	“I consider us to be the mortar that’s holding this part of the city together,” said Michaels, pastor of the All Saints Church in Ocean City.


	But, Michaels said, “FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) and the governor’s office won’t even talk to us.  They made that clear right off.”


	Michaels, whose church is located in downtown Ocean City, said he registered with FEMA, even though officials said it would probably be a waste of time.


	He said he was given the impression that churches aren’t eligible because of church/state separation concerns.








�	Marcus White, a FEMA spokesperson, confirmed to the Baltimore Sun that churches typically don’t qualify to receive FEMA money, which is provided to help rebuild a community.


	In addition to money available to meet direct needs of individual victims, most of the agency’s money is earmarked for debris cleanup and to cover the costs of reconstructing public buildings, utilities, and other systems that insurance doesn’t pay for.


	“In certain cases there are a group of qualified nonprofits, such as schools and volunteer fire departments, that may receive assistance,” he said.


	“Churches only meet the requirement if they provide space for those kinds of services, and then the money is available to rebuild only the part of the church that houses the eligible program,” he said.


�	White said he does not know why churches are excluded from the assistance.  He also said he is unaware that the lack of federal and state assistance to churches is a major issue in disaster recovery.


	Michaels said he is grateful the churches can survive in downtown Ocean City even without government disaster assistance.


	But he is upset by published reports of a historical preservation consultant’s estimate of what it would cost to save the church.


	Alvin Green, a structural engineer, estimated the amount of damage to All Saints Church at $75,000.  And the church will have to move its worship services and business operations to other locations.  Michaels worries that Green’s estimates will reduce the importance placed on the church’s repairs.


	As other entities receive assistance, Michaels feels the churches are left out.  “When everyone else is gone, we’ll still be here, helping those who need help,” Michaels said.








�
Baltimore Sun
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ATTACHMENTS
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							All Saints Church


							24 Bethany Way


							Ocean City, Columbia  








October 17, 1998








Governor Glenn Parrison


Governor’s Office


State Capital


Annapolis, Columbia 33309





Dear Governor Parrison:





I am writing to request an explanation of why our church has been denied assistance by both the State and FEMA.  It is my understanding that the State and FEMA are supposed to provide financial aid to victims of disaster, yet even though we are a nonprofit organization with very little funds, we were turned down.





Our church operates a small alternative school for children who are unable to function within the public school system.  In addition, we provide nutrition services to low-income individuals.  These services include a hot-lunch program for the elderly, as well as the Bright Start breakfast program.  The Bright Start program provides low-income school children with a nutritious breakfast before school.  To make sure the food reaches all of the children who are in need, volunteers take the food to the school and prepare the breakfast in the school’s cafeteria.





All Saints Church relies on donations from its parishioners and the community.  We receive a small grant for our nutrition and education programs, and further assistance from volunteers.  Much of our food is donated by parishioners and community members.  It was suggested that we apply for an SBA loan, but given the financial position of the church, we cannot afford a loan at any interest rate.





Please contact me so we can discuss this further.  The number of the church office is 555-3478; the parsonage is 555-3479.





Sincerely,





�





Austin Michaels


Pastor


�



QUESTIONS














�All Saints Church








Working as a team, complete the following items.





1.	Identify the major Public Assistance requirements/rules that affect whether funding can be provided to the church.





























2.	List all of the alternatives that should be considered for helping the church.
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