Mid Term -- Hazards, Disasters and Emergency Management

Briefly answer 7 of the following 8 questions.  If you wish you can answer the 8th question for extra credit – but it must be the last question you answer.

1. Tobin and Montz write that in defining the term disaster it is clear that two things must be taken into account.  Identify these two things, discuss their relative importance vis-à-vis each other, and present your own thoughts on the weight that should be given to these factors.

2. Tobin and Montz spend most of Chapter Two discussing hazard parameters that allow us to study and measure them, as well as to compare and contrast hazards.  Note and briefly describe four such parameters. Using such parameters as these, compare and contrast any two hazards with a history of occurrence in the U.S.  Note a shortcoming of assessing hazards based purely on measures of physical processes.

3. From an emergency management point of view, discuss why it is important to study hazards.  Provide a minimum of two different reasons.

4. Provide a brief description of the U.S. hazards environment as it is today.  Include at least four different general observations.

5. Discuss at least four of the factors discussed in class which have been offered as explanations as to why the cost of U.S. hazards is increasing.  What implications for the future can you derive from these explanations?

6. Discuss the primary concerns expressed in and ramifications of the National Governor’s Association Report on Emergency Preparedness in 1978 (note at least two concerns and two outcomes):

7. Discuss (not just list) at least three of the five fundamentals of emergency management as discussed in class.

8. Designate each of the following with either an M for Mitigation, P for preparedness, Rs for response, or Rc for recovery, as discussed in class.  Note your reasoning.

  1.  Hazardous Materials container structure codes.

  2.  Pumping out flooded residential basements.

  3.  Razing secondary-effect burned-out buildings following an earthquake.

  4.  Development of long-term jurisdictional mitigation strategy.

  5.  Routine storm tracking efforts.

  6.  Shelter opening and activation in anticipation of hurricane landfall.

  7.  Development of regulations requiring the placement of fire exit signs.

  8.  Installation of a sprinkler system.

  9.  Debris clearance from a road blocking the entrance to a fire station.

10.  Recovery plan development during the response and recovery phases.

