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ENVH 490

Bioterrorism  


ENVH 490-1

Bioterrorism  

Course Syllabus

Fall, 2003

Class Instructor:
Dr. Vaughn E. Wagner
Office Hours:
Mon. 10:00 – 11:00 am, 3:00 – 4:00 pm; Tues. 2:00– 4:00; Wednesday 11:00 –12:00 

230 F Henson Science Hall

Voice phone: 

410.677.5325 

E-Mail: 

vewagner@salisbury.edu
Class times:  

Thurs; 4:00–5:50pm, CH 192

Text:
Terrorism:  Defensive Strategies for Individuals              Companies and Governments

Lawrence J. Hogan, Ed.     




Amlex, Inc.  




Available at The Book Rack
Attendance is expected and students will be held responsible for any and all materials covered during the class period.

Lecture:  The lecture test shall consist of a final exam based upon the lecture period content.   Material covered will include text material related to lectures; and Power Point presentations by outside speakers.

Scenario-Based Grading Profile: The instructor will give the class a simulated release scenario relating to a specific bioagent utilized by a fictitious terrorist group.  The release will involve specific community targets, exposure pathways, delivery systems, sensitive target groups, and response agencies.   Grading will be determined on the following:

Written Report:  The student (as part of an identified group discipline) will select by October 1st, a specific discipline group relating to the integrated approach to terrorist-initiated agent releases.   These groups will include law enforcement, local government, public health, fire service, public safety, EMS, media, and critical stress management. Report topics will include agent identification, agency response, event mitigation and community recovery methodologies.  Paper is due December 5th.

Oral Presentation: The student, as a part of an identified group will give an oral presentation dealing with the integrated group response to a bioterrorist attack.   Presentations will include necessary integration of local expertise, state and federal agencies, and private industry resources.       

Test Dates:  Final Exam……….Week 16 

Grading:  The lecture final exam constitutes 25% of the final grade; the written report, 50% and the oral presentation, 25%.  

University Writing Requirement:  University writing requirements will be fulfilled through a written research report to be assigned early in the semester.  These reports will be graded on content and clarity, as well as on spelling and proper rules of English composition.    

Academic Honesty:  The University policy on academic honesty, as published in the University Catalog and the Student Handbook, will be in effect.   

Resources:  

An additional electronic database, MICROMEDEX, ChemKnowledge ( and BioDex( will be made available to the students for the purposes of chemical and biological agent information extraction.  This will be helpful for drafting the written report and oral presentation. 
Course objectives:  By the end of this course, students should: 

1) Have a basic understanding of the concepts and relationships when dealing with the intentional release of bioagents;  

2) Be familiar with natural and man-made sources of chemical and bioagents utilized by terrorist groups;  

3) Understand the concept of chemical (CW) and biological (BW) warfare agents and their related peacetime equivalents; 

4) Know basic toxicological and immunological effects of dispersed environmental agents;  

5) Possess an understanding of dispersion dynamics as they relate to chemical and biological warfare agents;   

6) Be familiar with the integrated response to chemical and bioagent releases by federal, state and local agencies; 

7) Have a basic understanding of government policy issues, agency coordination, field operations as they pertain to event management;  

8) Understand the role of media, critical stress management, business community and the private sector in the successful mitigation and recovery of terrorist-initiated events;    

9) Be able to give an oral presentation utilizing a specific discipline while managing a terrorist-initiated event; show how the discipline integrates into the whole management process;  

10) Be familiar and able to access written and on-line sources of information for agents of mass destruction.  

Tentative Schedule(
  Date                                                Topic                                                                Text    
Week 1


  Course Introduction: Syllabus, Overview,   
           
                 
              





  Chemical & Bioagents                                                                              Chapter 3

Week 2

      Federal Role in Bioterrorism Events 



      Handouts


                                    Guest Speaker





                   
Week 3


  Chemical & Bioagents:  Hazards & Risk: 

Perception vs. Actual Risk; Dissemination & Delivery 

 Handouts
        
                                      Systems 

Week 4


   Medical Aspects of Terrorism: Emergency Room & EMS                   Chapter 4 

Week 5


   Local Law Enforcement                  




 Chapter 10
   Guest Speaker 

  Assignment: Group Assignments for Integrated Group
                                                 Disciplines

Week 6


  Terrorism & Public Policy 


 



 Chapter 2





   Guest Speaker 

Week 7


   Federal Response: FEMA  




                    Handout 

Week 8


  Media/Public Information & Terrorism 

                              Chapter 11

        Guest Speaker:  Dr. Haven P. Simmons, Assistant Professor
    
                             Communication/Theatre Arts

                                  Salisbury University

Week 9
             Critical Incident Stress Analysis 

                                             



              Guest Speaker: Dr. Jeffrey Mitchell, Associate Professor

                                      UMBC     

Week 10 
             Public Works and Terrorism                                                                Chapter 7                                    

                                                                                                                     Handouts 

Week 11

       Federal Response:  CDC                                                                         Chapter 5    




           Guest Speaker


                                    Emergency Response

Week 12

       Case Studies:  NYWTC; Tokyo Subway Attack                                   Chapter 15                                                                              

Week 13

   Fire Service: Incident Command System                             
        Handout 
Week 14     

        Thanksgiving Break




                     Handouts

Week 15

        Group Discipline Presentations

Week 16

        Final Examination

________________________________________________________________________

* This schedule is subject to change as the semester continues.                                             

