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Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency. 2001. State and Local Mitigation Planning How-To Guide: Getting Started - Building Support for Mitigation Planning. FEMA. Whole document.   http://www.fema.gov/pdf/fima/howto1.pdf
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“An Exchange on Youth Violence; At Briefing by Officials in NW, Residents Offer Own Views”

Nineteen-year-old Joshua Lopez has heard and seen it before: residents and city officials who are decades older than he is, trying to figure out what to do with youths who cause trouble. The problem, he said, is that the young aren't participating in the conversation, and they were not again last night.

Lopez served on a mayoral commission on juvenile justice two years ago, and although people talked, he said, nothing changed. He said he has experienced a school curriculum that doesn't address drug, crime and gang issues. 

And at last night's meeting, billed as a community briefing on recent youth violence and gang problems in Northwest Washington, one group was noticeably absent.

"I don't see any young people here," Lopez said, lamenting a lack of connection between police and young people. "We want more police. [The] police's main focus is to protect property owners and arrest black and Latino youth."

D.C. Council member Adrian M. Fenty (D-Ward 4) sponsored the community briefing, urging members of the public to attend and ask questions of Police Chief Charles H. Ramsey, his staff and community groups that work to curb violence.

Ramsey told the audience of about 100 that a seven-member unit would operate from a police substation at 750 Park Rd. NW and be run by a lieutenant from the intelligence branch.

"Street gangs are bad news, wherever they may be, whoever may be involved," Ramsey said. "There's a collective responsibility on the part of all of us."

But residents gave as much of a briefing as officials did.

"You all are not getting it," said Ronald Moten, a spokesman for Cease Fire: Don't Smoke the Brothers, who joined the group almost 10 years ago after serving time in prison on a drug conviction.

"You cannot solve the problem if you were never part of the problem," Moten said. "We know how to deal with our people."

Mayor Anthony A. Williams (D), who decided at the last minute to attend, showed frustration at the resurgence of violence in the city, including four slayings in recent weeks that police have blamed on rivalries between gangs in Northwest.

Williams hinted at a desire to strengthen the juvenile justice system, saying, "I know we need to be tougher than we are.

"We cannot continue to operate like this; we've got to do things differently," Williams told the crowd in the gym of the police department's new Regional Operations Command Center at 801 Shepherd St. NW.

"There are a lot of kids in our community who are beyond after-school programs," Williams said.

Fenty and Ramsey continued to ask for community participation, particularly when graffiti pops up on neighborhood walls. "The level of crime is just too high," Fenty said. "The community plays an important role in crime-fighting."

John Ayala, director of the D.C. chapter of the Guardian Angels, implored news organizations to stop using the names of specific gangs. Such publicity gives incentive to gang members to commit crimes in order to make the news, he said.

"It pumps them up," Ayala said.

John De Taeye, a coordinator for the Weed and Seed anti-drug and anti-violence program in Columbia Heights, said that attending three funerals in the past week drove home that there is a human perspective that goes beyond crime and justice. Education, housing and economic factors must be dealt with, he said.

"There's a divide in our city going on," De Taeye said. "There's a law enforcement piece; there's also a human piece."

Source: Williams, Clarence. 2003. “An Exchange on Youth Violence; At Briefing by Officials in NW, Residents Offer Own Views.”  The Washington Post. August 13, Final Edition. P.B4.

