3-7 March 03 Public FEMA EM HiEd Pjt Activity Report

(1)  Bucks County Community College, Newtown PA -- Homeland Security and Emergency Management Courses:
March 3, 2003 -- Received announcement, discussed below in item 3, that BCCC, as part of the greater Philadelphia, PA area "Collegiate Consortium for Workforce and Economic Development," is now offering homeland security and emergency management short courses (one-day).  Information on these courses can be found at:  http://www.bucks.edu/lifelong_learning/homeland.html.

(2)  Capital Community College, Hartford, CN:  

March 7, 2003 - Talked with Terry DeVito, Program Coordinator for the Emergency Management Response Certificate which was begun recently - the three classes within the certificate are now getting a fairly good turnout - emergency services and management personnel interested in professional development.  Ms. DeVito would like to also develop an Associate Degree in Emergency Management, but will need to demonstrate at least a good solid year of success with the Certificate Program first  So, about next year this time, she will be more in a position to decide if it is time to move forward or not.  For more information, Ms. DeVito can be reached at:  tdevito@ccc.commnet.edu

(3)  Clackamas County Community College, OR:
March 5, 2003 -- While communicating with Richard Ashbaugh, Chair of the Department of Criminal Justice and point-of-contact on the CCCC Applied Science Degree in Emergency Management, concerning the upcoming EM HiEd Conference, I asked how his EM AD graduates were faring and received note back to the effect that:

"Most of our students are in EM and are obtaining the degree for promotion and salary. The non-EM students from our state have been able to enter the field or in one case actually created a position for herself. As part of her cooperative work experience she was instrumental in designing and gaining support, along with the Red Cross, for the Amber Alert system in Oregon."

(4)  College and University Homeland Security Project, Collegiate Consortium for Workforce & Economic Development:
March 7, 2003 -- Talked with Bob Bowman of the "Colleges and University of the Collegiate Consortium for Workforce & Economic Development" concerning trifold on "The College and Homeland Security Project" received here on March 3.  The Consortium is in the process of developing 43 six-hour "course seminars" in the following categories:

Incident Command and Control Courses

Facilities Security Courses

Disaster Emergency Management Courses

Terrorism Courses

Hazardous Materials Courses

Laws, Regulations and Public Administration Courses

The Disaster Emergency Management Courses which have been scheduled for March 18 through July 29 delivery are:

Disaster Law and Liability

Disaster Planning and Mitigation

Emergency Planning

Intergovernmental and Intragovernmental Relations in Disaster Management

Private Sector Firms and Non-Profit Sector Agencies in Emergency Management

Disaster and Emergency Management for Municipal and Elected Officials

Overview of Hazards and Emergency Management

These courses have been scheduled at the Broomall and Exton PA campuses of the Delaware County Community College.  Additional information can be found at:  http://www.cctrain.org, or by calling Elaine Karr (610-359-7387) or George Gorman (610-543-2870) 
(5)  Delaware County Community College, Broomall, PA -- AAS Degree and Concentration in Emergency Management:
March 7, 2003 -- Talked with Bob Bowman at the PA Collegiate Consortium concerning the degree programs at DCCC described in the trifold mentioned above in item 4 -- which states that in addition to the 43 training "Seminar Courses" noted above that DCCC now has an Applied Associate Degree in Emergency Management Planning and an Applied Associate Degree in Technical Studies with a Concentration in Emergency Management and Planning.  Approval for these programs was obtained last week and are scheduled to begin class-room based course offerings this early Spring -- using course material provided by the EM HiEd Project.  Mr. Bowman is providing the EM HiEd Project Assistant with information for the development of "write-ups" for these and the Drexel University BS programs (noted below).  For additional information Mr. Bowman can be reached at: bowman@collegiateconsortium.org 
(6)  Drexel University, Philadelphia -- BS in General Studies Concentration in Emergency Management and Planning:
March 3, 2003 -- The same trifold noted above in item 4, notes that Drexel has received approval to implement a Concentration in Emergency Management and Planning within its Bachelor of Science Degree in General Studies.  Class-room based classes are expected to be offered this late Spring to early Summer, with distance-learning versions to follow.  Contact information at Drexel will soon be provided.  In the meantime, questions can be addressed to Mr. Bowman at the email address noted above.

(7)  Emergency Management Higher Education 6th Annual Conference, June 4-5, 2003, Emmitsburg, MD:
March 3-7, 2003 -- Continued to work on the conference -- added a few invitees, bringing total to 187 (with 100 being the conference limit).  Communicated with representatives of Island Press, who agreed to provide books and order forms for a publications table during the Share Fair.  Asked the HiEd Assistant to develop a modified and easier to fill out application form for the HiEd conference and to place it on the HiEd Website -- which was done and is now available for use in place of the form that was mailed to potential participants.  In that the conference could reach its maximum limit of 100, those who wish to attend are encouraged to submit their application forms as soon as possible.

(8)  Jacksonville State University, AL:
March 4, 2003 -- Drafted letter of support for a proposal about to be submitted to develop a Master of Science in Emergency Management Degree at JSU, in addition to their on-going emergency management programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels.  Dr. Brenda Phillips, a Professor with the LSU Institute for Emergency Preparedness, writes that their "online graduate concentration/certificate program has grown dramatically in the past few years.  We are currently enrolling an average of 30 graduate students into our introductory course every semester.  Over the past two semesters, we have averaged 45 students in the introductory course.  This semester we project ten students will graduate with the MPA/Emergency Management degree."  For further information, Dr. Phillips can be reached at brenda@jsucc.jsu.edu, or go to:  http://iep.jsu.edu

(9)  Mercer County Community College, Lawrenceville NJ:
March 2, 2003 -- Responded to request from John Kibilezicz, Coordinator of the MCCC Fire Science Program, for information on EMI training courses.  Mr. Kubilewicz noted that MCCC "is looking to expand its offerings in the Emergency Management area."  For additional information, Mr. Kibilewicz can be reached at:  jkubilezicz@mercercounty.org.

(10)  Mesa Community College, AZ:
March 6, 2003 -- Received phone call from Dr. Lawrence Thacker, Director, Fire Science and EMT Programs at MCC.  Noted that due to recent Arizona Army National Guard interest in emergency management and homeland security types of courses for its personnel, the subject of developing such a program has been revisited -- the development of an EM AD was considered in 1999-2000 but not adopted.  Others besides the National Guard also have expressed renewed interest in such courses -- such as emergency services organizations.  Many meetings have taken place within the college and within the Maricopa Community College District, and it now looks like the way has been cleared to move forward with a proposal to develop an Applied Associate Degree in Emergency Management.  Was asked if I would draft a letter of support to go forward with the proposal and I agreed.  Dr. Thacker noted that it now seemed appropriate to draft a write-up on their EM AAD investigation for incorporation into The College List.  I asked Dr. Thacker to take a look at the information on the June HiEd Conference on the website and noted that I would have him added to the invite list.  For additional information, Dr. Thacker can be reached at:  thacker@mail.mc.maricopa.edu.

(11)  National Emergency Management Association Report on The Face of NEMA:

March 5, 2003 -- Forwarded to the Project Assistant request to have this 33-page February 2003 document added to the "Select General Emergency References" section of the EM HiEd website -- where it can be downloaded.

(12)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
March 7, 2003 -- Received from Dr. David Godschalk, lead course developer at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, drafts of  Session 4, "Voluntary Buyouts as Hazard Mitigation," Session 5 "Insurance as Hazard Mitigation," and Session 6, "Assessing Structural Approaches to Hazard Mitigation," by David Salvesen of UNC-Chapel Hill.

(13)  Purdue University Homeland Security Institute:
March 6-7, 2002 -- Exchanged emails with Dr. Dennis Engi, Head of the Purdue School of Industrial Engineering, and recently appointed Director of the new Homeland Security Institute at Purdue.  Amongst his plans for this new Institute is the creation of new academic programs at Purdue "in which students would earn degrees with a specialization in homeland security," including emergency management course offerings.  The degree programs would be developed for both undergraduate and graduate students, with students earning degrees in their respective fields and picking up a homeland security/emergency management specialization along the way.  Pointed him toward the information and materials found on the EM HiEd website which might be of assistance in moving forward.  For more information, Dr. Engi can be reached at:  engi@ecn.purdue.edu.

(14)  Social Vulnerability to Disaster Course Review:
March 3-7, 2003 -- Began receiving review comments, which were forwarded to the course development team.  Also continued to receive requests to review the course, which we had to turn down in that our 28 review copies have been depleted.  A meeting with lead course developer, Dr. Elaine Enarson of Metropolitan State University, Denver, is scheduled for March 28.
