June 14-18, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
June 10, 2004 -- Received for review from lead course developer, David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Session 4, "Estuarine Ecosystems," by Professor John J. Bruno, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and Session 6, "Major Coastal Hazards Part I," by Katherine Eschelbach, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

(2)  Designing Educational Opportunities for the Hazards Manager of the 21st Century:
June 15, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Deborah Thomas, University of Colorado at Denver, the final report of this workshop held in Denver, October 22-24, 2003.  The report was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to two sections on the EM HiEd Project website:  (1)  Articles, Papers and Presentations, and (2) EM Competencies.  This report should be accessible within a few days.  In the meantime it is accessible via the following link:  http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/higher_ed/Haz%20Mgmt%20Workshop%20Report.pdf
(3)  Disaster/Emergency Management Core Functions and Competencies -- Graduate Level:
June 15, 2004 -- Received from Conference Breakout Session facilitator, Dr. Anthony Brown, Oklahoma State University, a copy of his report on this session at the conference -- focusing on ten Core Knowledge Competencies and ten Core Skill Competencies.  This document was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to two places on the EM HiEd Project website:  (1)  HiEd Conferences section -- Higher Education Conference 2004 subsection (yet to be developed), and (2) the EM Competencies section, where it should be accessible soon.

(4)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, Notes:
In that I have had to spend much of the week getting ready for presentations on EM HiEd next week in Toronto and Indianapolis, I have not had much time to write report items on last week's EM HiEd Conference.  Still trying to determine the actual number of participants -- seems to fall within 175-183.  Evaluations and comments were overwhelmingly positive and received numerous suggestions relating to the next conference (but will have to wait until some other activity report to discuss).  Will provide just a few notes:

Emergency Management Body of Knowledge Project -- Inspired by Dr. Richard Sylves's observation that many disciplines and professions have things like the top 50 books that practitioners ought to read, have decided to move forward between conferences on what I will call the EM Body of Knowledge project.  Intend to work with several academics and with practitioner associations to put together listings of the top 50 things "emergency managers" ought to read -- from different perspectives, such as (1) graduate level academic, (2) bachelor level academic, (3) associate level training and educational, (4) International Emergency Manager Association, and (5) perhaps the National Emergency Management Association.  The comparison of such lists would probably be instructive and interesting.

What Is Emergency Management Project --  To continue the ever interesting, and sometimes frustrating, attempts to get a handle on what core emergency management functions and competencies might be, will investigate several ways suggested at the conference to move this discussion forward between conferences so that it can be reported on in a plenary report at next year's conference rather than continue the discussion in breakout session format.

Next Year's Conference Length:  Very few participants noted a preference on the length of next year's conference.  Probably too few to really help in making a decision.  The results for those who did:

2 days 
-- 
2 votes

2 1/2 days
-- 
3 votes

3 days
-- 
8 votes

3 1/2 days
-- 
3 votes

New Courses:  35 participants responded to the survey in the participant's notebook seeking a vote on the highest priority course recommended for future development from a list of 13 that have been recommended to us.  The top vote getters were:

Emergency Management Theory (6 votes)

Legal Basis for and Legal and Ethical Issues in Emergency Management (5 votes)

Politics of Emergency Management and Disaster (4 votes)

Social Marketing in Emergency Management (4 votes)

Theories Project (Emergency Management and Related/Relevant) -- We intend to move the consideration of this subject forward -- perhaps by seeking to hold a focus group meeting here at EMI sometime this coming winter -- to discuss whether the development of a theory book or theory course is something we should move out on in the more or less immediate future, and if so how and incorporating what topics.

June 18, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Richard Sylves, Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Delaware, an electronic copy of the paper he delivered during the "Emergency Management Theory" breakout session.  Forwarded his thought-provoking paper to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the "Hi Ed Conferences" section, "Higher Education Conference 2004" subsection, of the website where it can be accessed through the Conference Agenda.  Also asked that it be incorporated into the "Articles, Papers, and Presentations" section of the website, where it should be accessible within a few days.

(5)  IAEM Bulletin Special Focus Issue -- Emergency Management Education, Part 2:
June 14, 2004 -- Received the June 2004 edition (Vol. 21, No. 6) of the newsletter of the International Association of Emergency Managers, focused, as was the last issue, on education -- worth getting a copy to review if one is not a member (members get copies).  Also note that about 28% of the new members listed in this issue are educationally tied -- student, professor, etc. -- things are a-changing.

(6)  Information, Technology and Coordination: Lessons from the World Trade Center Response Report:
June 16, 2004 -- Received note from Claire Rubin alerting us to the release of a new report on the World Trade Center Response and providing the URL -- <http://www.ctg.albany.edu/publications/reports/wtc_lessons/wtc_lessons.pdf>
Looks interesting.

(7)  International Disaster Management:
June 15, 2004 -- Set-up an "International Disaster Management" Distribution List in my Microsoft Outlook Email Account as requested during the EM HiEd Conference last week in order to facilitate communication amongst those interested in developing a bigger, better, more robust treatment of international disaster management issues (within the disaster/emergency management higher education context) at next year's EM HiEd Conference -- June 7-9, 2005.  Sent the first message out to those whom I remembered asked to be included.  Also contacted Emergency Management Australia in order to discuss the next EM HiEd Conference.
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