
 

Course Information:   
Community members are the key to our Nation’s 
preparedness and resilience. As such, we need to:  

• Support the development of prepared, vigilant, 
and engaged communities 

• Foster strategic partnerships among:  
• The private sector 
• Nongovernmental organizations 
• Foundations 
• Community-based organizations 

 
This course presents a model program for community 
preparedness. In addition, this course includes 16 
Preparedness Modules ranging from 20 to 90 minutes 
that can be delivered to community groups.  The 
modules (available in English and Spanish) provide 
information and activities on: 
 

1. Creating a no-cost or low-cost disaster kit 
2. Developing a communications plan 
3. Establishing a personal support network 
4. Planning for and practicing an evacuation 
5. Staying safe when evacuation is not an 

option 
6. Practicing your disaster plan 
7. Identifying and reducing home hazards 
8. Identifying and reducing fire risks 
9. Using a fire extinguisher 
10. Implementing simple risk-reduction 

(mitigation) measures 
11. Protecting important items and documents 
12. Taking care of pets and service animals 

during a disaster 
 
 
 

13. Starting a “Stay Healthy” Kit and plan 
14. Preparing for utility outages 
15. Planning for recovery from disaster 
16. Understanding emergency management 

and response roles and getting involved 
 

Course Objectives:   
By the end of this course, participants will be able to:  

• Identify the definition of preparedness 
• Describe the role of individuals and 

households in preparedness 
• Identify community preparedness principles 
• Describe the purpose of community-based 

preparedness activities 
• Identify the steps for planning and conducting 

a community-based preparedness program 
• Identify resources for supporting community-

based preparedness programs 
 

Course Length: 
1.0 hour including the final exam. 
 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs):   
The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) awards 
0.1 CEUs for successful completion of this course.   
 
Audience:   
Community members, emergency management 
personnel and representatives of faith-based and 
nonprofit organizations. 
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Course Availability/Completion:   
This course is available online at 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is909.asp.  When 
you have completed the course, you may take the 
online test, fill out the student information and submit 
the test for scoring.  FEMA EMI’s Independent Study 
office will notify you via email of your successful 
completion of the course and a link will be included in 
the email for you to access and print your course 
certificate. 
 
Questions:  
For questions about administration, you may contact 
the Independent Study Program Office at 
Independent.Study@fema.dhs.gov or 301 447-1200.  
For questions about course content, please contact the 
course manager, Tom Marlowe by email at 
tom.marlowe@fema.dhs.gov. 
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